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Lesson for July 22 in this issue 


Lesson 4.—Elijah Hears God’s Voice. 
1 Kings 19: 9-21. 
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“Bearing His Reproach” 


By George Walker Whitcomb 
Hebrews 13:13 


AVE you seen the beacon lifted where 

God’s Son His life laid down? 

Do you mind the shame with Jesus when 
you share with Him the crown? 

*¢‘The Camp”’ may not receive you, and their 
scorn your lot may be, 

But how sweet will be the friendship that 
you’ll share eternally ! 

Then make a blessed melody me joyfully 
move up, 

You’ll ne’er exhaust the contents ‘of grace’s 
brimming cup. 

Refreshment for your journey is furnished 
day by day, 

And the joy you now are having will grow 
better endlessly. 

The Spirit Christ has promised will fill you 
on the way. 

He waits to find you yielded today and ev’ry 
da: 


y- 

Just feed upon God’s promises while watch- 
ing unto prayer. 

Your Heav’n has now been started; press on 
"till you are there. 


ye 
Better Than the Best Feelings 


Joyous feelings are not the best bless- 
ings God gives us. For our joyous feel- 
ings may leave us, but there are blessings 
that can never leave us. Facts are better 
than feelings ; feelings can change, but cer- 
tain facts cannot. There are three words 
each beginning with the letter F, and it 


is important to keep them in their proper ~ 


order. Fact, Faith, Feeling. God tells 
us of certain facts connected with himself 
and every believer which cannot change. 
Our faith is to believe those facts. As 


Evan Hopkins said long ago, feelings 
come third; they follow facts and faith, 
In faith we are to keep our eyes fixed on 
the facts, and never take our eyes off 
the facts in order to turn in the opposite 
direction and look at our feelings. To do 
this means a faltering faith, A writer 
quoted in the Keswick Calendar speaks 
a needed word: “How often we miss God’s 
best, and fail to ‘possess our possessions,’ 
just because our faith falters, and we forget 
the covenant which God himself has made 
with his people! Our changing feelings 
rob us of the enjoyment of a changeless 
fact—the fact that God is faithful who 
promised. We lose our hold upon him, but 
mercifully nothing can separate us from 
his hold upon us. His mercy is from ever- 
lasting to everlasting upon them that fear 
him.” Let us turn utterly and forever 
from our feelings or lack of feelings, and 
look unto Jesus. He is our unchanging 
Saviour, our very Life; and he is “the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” 


= 
World Redemption 


in Three Conversions 


God not only loves Israel, but “God 
so loved the world.” Have we realized 
the significance of three typical conversions 
described in Acts: the Ethiopian eunuch, 
Saul of Tarsus, the centurion Cornelius? 


% 


Going Down 


HE implicit obedience of the horses 
is amazing, as they stand poised on 
some sheer rock, with almost less 
foothold than a cat would want, and at a 
word from their leader gather themselves 
together and take the jump “any old way,” 
though they cannot see any spot to land, 
and must keep on jumping downward, be- 
cause there is no place to stop, no room 
to stand still! They seem to anticipate 
broken legs fifty times a day (and out 
here, a broken leg means a bullet in the 
brain), Yet they obey—a superb and 
challenging obedience. Would that we 
might obey God with half the courage and 
devotion of these little horses! 


The Perfect Leader. We were merely 
human leaders, and our horses did stumble 
occasionally (none seriously). But our 





This editorial by Mrs. Homera Homer-Dixon, 
a missionary in Indochina, concludes her un- 
usual study, begun in last week’s issue, of a 
mountain ride on the back of a sturdy little 
Tonkinese mountain pony. 


These conversions are placed tégether, and 
imbedded in the narrative directly after the 
martyrdom of Stephen, which typified the 
end of the Jewish ‘dispensation, and just 
before the account of the evangelization at 
Antioch where the disciples were first 
called Christians and where the Gentile 
Church was really first constituted. These 
conversions represented the three continents 
of the then known world. The centurion 
was of the Italian band; he represented 
Europe. Saul was of Tarsus, a city of 
no mean importance in Asia Minor. The 
eunuch was from the court of Candace, 
Queen of Ethiopia, the most powerful king- 
dom in Africa, The three converts were 
likewise representative of the three primal 
divisions of the human race, children of 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth respectively. In 
their conversion they typified the time when 
all races and all continents should turn to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, when every knee 
should bow and confess that Jesus is Lord. 
The eunuch had charge of all the Queen’s 
treasure. Saul was the very epitome of the 
learning and culture of his day. Cornelius, 
as Roman centurion, represented the politi- 
cal and military might of the time. These 
three conversions were a foregleam of the 
coming day when the treasures of wisdom 
and wealth and power shall be given to 
Him whose right it is to reign; when 
Christ “the Wisdom of God” shall have 
dominion from sea to sea and to him shall 
be given the gold of Sheba, 
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in the Valley 


Divine Leader is infinitely more careful 
for every footstep that we take. 

As I dismounted and walked ahead of 
my pony at times, with what pains I tried 
to arrange that he should plant his little 
feet safely on the niches where he could 
get the best foothold! The moment my 
foot left that ledge the little hoof would 
be placed there. So may I walk in the 
very footsteps of my Lord when I go down 
in the valley; then shall I not stumble. 

And how carefully did we hold our 
bridles — loose when the going was good, 
but with firmer grip and shorter when go- 
ing downward; and how instinctively we 
tightened up when the pathway was a 
jumble of rocks! Just in like manner, 
said Experience, does the Lord tighten his 
grip on his little ones when they are walk- 
ing in dangerous places, steadying them, 
holding them “that they should not stumble” 

“as a beast going down into the valley.” 


Individual Attention, One person and 
one horse —that was how we went down. 
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The finest horseman in the world would 
not dream of leading two horses down 
there at the same time. Each of us gave 
our whole and undivided attention to our 
Own mounts; step by step we watched our 
own; for me no other horse existed save 
mine; no other task entered my thoughts 
save that of guiding, steadying, leading the 
trusting and faithful little beast that was 
in my care. 

But in a strange, sweet way as in a 
dream I seemed to be walking in a parable 
of precious and joyous value—a_ parable 
wherein I was acting the part of our Sav- 
jour, and the horse was myself! It was 
a very imperfect parable indeed, for I 
was not a perfect leader, and my horse 
was far more obedient and surefooted than 
I have ever been in descending the valleys 
of sorrow and sickness! Though thus im- 
perfect, yet it was infinitely joyous and 
comforting. Did I test some rotten bam- 
boo fallen bridge-like across some moun- 
tain torrent, before I led my beast across? 
So does my Lord test the dangers ahead 
of me. Did I essay that mossy ledge first, 
to see if one would slip or not? Even 
thus has my Lord gone first in the slippery 
ways of temptation, to enable me to pass 
that way without falling. 

Sometimes our path lay straight down 
the beds of little waterfalls, and my pony 
and I had to step down and down, steeper 
than the worst attic stairs possible, with 
a small mountain torrent rushing down to 
the valley dizzily far below us. Naturally, 
the running water foaming down from stone 
to stone and step to step hid the ledges, 
and the leader had just to plunge down 
and down, feeling round in the water for 
ledges where his horse could follow. Yea, 
said the old preacher from the pulpit of 
memory, has not the Lord ever gone be- 
fore thee, so that when thou passest through 
the rivers they do not overflow thee, and 
he keepeth thy feet from slipping? 

Then when we crossed a bridgeless river, 
some fifty feet from shore to shore, with 
the water at places deep, and at other places 
shallow, we rode, of course (with feet 
tucked high!), but how carefully we chose 
the best places for our ponies. Here we 
all followed the leader who happily had 
joined us, a Meo, who knew the best ford. 
Again I wondered at the pluck of the little 
beasts, who bravely splashed ahead, though 
in the swirling, boiling eurrent there were 
many places where they could not see the 
bottom. May I have grace thus to go for- 
ward, in the face of all difficulties and 
dangers, with the faith of a horse, because 
my Leader bids me, even though I do 
not know where my next footstep will 
land me! 


The Price of Leadership, One cannot 
lead without getting some scars: human 
flesh and human skin are tenderer than 
horse flesh; my horse bore not a scratch 
at the day’s end, while I bear some painful 
bruises where the stones wounded me right 
through my heavy boots, and my arms and 
face are scratched in fifty places, where we 
had to push and thread our way along 
jungle tracks less than six inches wide. 
But my Lord, what has he not borne for 
me, that he might go before me to seek out 
a place in the wilderness? When he put- 
teth his own horse forth, he goeth before, 
though thorns tear and stones wound. 

Not only is there the positive evidence of 
leadership, but the negative also. All along 
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the way were flowers, rare, exquisite; pink 
and red begonias of several sorts, orchids 
yellow and mauve of various species, tall 
yellow and creamy Easter lilies crimson- 
throated, yellow broom, red “dutchman’s 
pipe,” feathery, fragrant spirea, great walls 
and hillsides of wild azaleas (almost like 
wild roses at home), and a hundred un- 
named varieties of flowers, fascinating, 
alluring, fairly coaxing one to stop and 
pick them. Not only was the vegetable 
creation exquisite, but so were the butter- 
flies — one rode through clouds of them at 
times! All colors and sizes, vivid, dazzling, 
fluttering round one’s: head, tickling the 
horse’s nose, — what a temptation to catch 
a few! But our business was far too seri- 
ous ; we gave our whole mind to our horses, 
while Experience sagely remarked that, 
when our Lord is leading us down into the 
valleys, he does not go picking flowers or 
catching. butterflies ! 


The Object. The verse from Isaiah (63: 
14) gives two objects or reasons for the 
descent into the valley: 


To make a glorious name for the Rider. 
To give rest to the horse. 


Is not the Lord making “a glorious 
name” in your life? It is true that, when 
we mention that “we made the Col de Lo 
Qui Ho and returned by the valley route,” 
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eyebrows go up, and people acknowledge 
that we have done something worth doing. 
We had other experiences as well as the 
actual descent, such as scraping wumder 
fallen trees, stretched out full length along 
the horse, with the fallen trees rubbing 
along our back, testing the wearing qual- 
ities of our khaki! Or again, when we 
hitched our feet up on the horses’ nesks, 
because the rocks on each side of the path 
hemmed it in so that the very girths were 
scraped. 

While writing this, word has just come 
that a party which started shortly after 
we did, people who knew the country well, 
wanted to follow us and are having -con- 
siderable trouble. One horse has fallen into 
a ravine, breaking two legs and injuring 
the rider; it is ten o’clock, and relief 
parties have just been sent out. 

So, because we came back in record time 
without accidents, we have in our little 
way made a name for ourselves; but think 
in contrast what a Name — what a glori- 
ous Name —our Lord is making for him- 
self! What a wealth of glory is crowning 
him! And what tremendous peans of 
praise we shall shout on that glad day 
when the sum total is known of all the 
“personally conducted trips” that he has 
led, and each individual whom he has 


(Concluded on page 442) 
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Is the Holy Spirit God? 


Was the Holy Spirit in the beginning 
with God? know the Son was; John 

1 makes that plain; and I have thought 

the Trinity was meant in Genesis 1: 26: 

“And God said, Let us make man in our 

image, after our likeness.” My Sunday 

school class has asked me the question, and 

I was unable to answer.—A California 

reader. 

The Holy Spirit is a member of the 
Godhead, or the Trinity. Like the Father 
and the Son, he is God. Being one of 
the three persons of the Godhead, and 
therefore being God, he is eternal, without 
origin or ending, and he was, of course, 
“in the beginning” when “God created the 
heaven and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). This 
“beginning” does not mean the beginning 
of God, but the beginning of God’s crea- 
tive acts. The next verse tells us that 


“the Spirit of God moved upon the face. 


of the waters,” and the verse mentioned 
by the inquirer, where “God said, Let us 
make man in our image,” implies the de- 
liberation and action of the members of the 
Godhead, including the Holy Spirit. 

That the Holy Spirit was “in the begin- 
ning” is seen in Moses’ inspired prayer: 
“Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place 
in all generations. Before the mountains 
were brought forth, or ever thou hadst 
formed the earth and the world, even from 
everlasting to everlasting, thou art God” 
(Psa. 90: i, 2). God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit are “from 
everlasting to everlasting.” 

Another significant passage of Scripture 
is the Great Commission given by our 
risen Lord to his disciples, when he said: 
“All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach 


all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost” (Matt. 28:18, 19). Three persons 
are named here; the third, the Holy Ghost 
or Holy Spirit, certainly could not be 
named with the Father and the Son unless 
he, like them, were himself Deity or God. 

Many other statements are made through- 
out the Scriptures concerning the Holy 
Spirit which could be made only of God, 
and not possibly of any man. Thus our 
Lord’s promise to his disciples the night 
before his crucifixion: “And I will pray 
the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for 
ever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the 
world cannot receive, ... for he dwelleth 
with you, and shall be in you” (John 14: 
16; -%7) 

The Trinity, or the Godhead in three 
persons, is plainly declared in the passage 
recording the baptism of the man Jesus, 
when “the heavens were opened unto him, 
and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove, and lighting upon him: and lo 
a voice from heaven, saying, This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased” 
(Matt. 3: 16, 17). 

Again, the Trinity is seen in that great 
passage that tells of the coming of the Son 
of God to this earth to do the will of the 
Father, and the witnessing of the Holy 
Spirit to the finished redemptive work of 
the Son in carrying out the will of God. 
This is: found in Hebrews 10: 5-15, reading 
in part: “Lo, I come to do thy will O 
God. . . . By the which will we are sanc- 
tified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. . . . Whereof 
the Holy Ghost also is a witness to 
us.” 
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The Voice Heard Round the Wo 


How Spurgeon's sermons reached millions of people 
in more than two score tongues 


By W. Graham Scroggie, D.D. 


IOREGATIONAL LIBRAR 


STON, MASS 














V. A Warrior 


N EVEN the briefest survey of Mr. 
| Spurgeon’s career it is impossible to 

omit the event known as the “Down 
Grade” Controversy. Dr. Carlile, out of 
full knowledge, has written well and wisely 
about it in his Biography of C. H. Spur- 
geon, recently published. 

The main facts are that by 1887 Mr. 
Spurgeon had come to feel that in the 
churches there was a somewhat widespread 
departure from evangelicalism, and that 
there was evidence of this in his own de- 
nomination. He wrote four articles on the 
subject in The Sword and Trowel, and he 
asked the Baptist Union to declare its faith 
in the fundamentals of the Christian re- 
ligion. Not getting satisfaction, he with- 
drew from the Baptist Union. Attempts 
were made to come to an understanding 
and a restoration of fellowship. These 
efforts were unavailing, and. in April, 1888, 
Mr. Spurgeon’s resignation was accepted 
by the Union. In the previous February 
the Union Council “adopted a declaration 
of principles commonly believed by the 
churches of the Union,” but the situation 
did not allow of Mr. Spurgeon’s return 
to the Union. j 

Mistakes were made on both sides, and, 
touching some damaging correspondence, 
Mr. Spurgeon’s mouth was unfairly closed, 
Many of his intimate friends, men who 
were one with him in belief, remained 
members of the Union, as did also former 
students of his College, and with these 
he continued to have fellowship; but, alas, 
the damage of the Controversy has never 
been repaired, and, without doubt, it short- 
ened the great preacher’s life. 


Lessons from the Controversy 


Many of us are facing a similar Situation 
today, and are finding it difficult to know 
how far we can be allied in union fellow- 
ship with persons who positively do not 
hold or who are equivocal touching the 
foundation truths of the Christian faith. 
The “Down Grade” Controversy may teach 
us something. Every man must act con- 
scientiously before God. Mr. Spurgeon 
did so when he left the Union, and Drs. 
Maclaren and Culross did so when they 
remained in the Union. Recent events 
show that the Baptist Unions of England 
and Scotland both stand for the funda- 
mentals of Christianity, but, as never be- 
fore, there is need for strong conviction 
and courageous witness. In both these Mr. 
Spurgeon showed a noble example. Loy- 
alty to Christ, transparent sincerity, and 
utter fearlessness characterized him to the 
end. More than that is not asked of any 
of us. 

VI. A PREACHER 


Preachers are not made but born, and 
Spurgeon was probably the greatest 
preacher that ever was born. The proof 
of this is in the fact that he preached to 
congregations totalling at least twenty mil- 


When he was twenty-three Spurgeon’s 
voice actually reached 23,654 people 
at one meeting in the great Crystal 
Palace in London. But that vast audi- 
ence fades into insignificance when 
one reads that his sermons were pub- 
lished weekly for sixty-two years and 
that 150,000,000 copies have been cir- 
culated. In this sixth article of the 
series, Dr. Scroggie tells how Spur- 
geon stood firmly for the truth in a 
time of controversy, and begins a 
discerning study of the qualities that 
made Spurgeon probably the greatest 
preacher ever born. The concluding 
article of Dr. Scroggie’s series will be 
published next week. 








lion people; that this ministry was not 
itinerant but local; that his sermons were 
published weekly from 1855 to 1917; that 
150,000,000 copies of his sermons have 
been circulated; that they have been trans- 
lated into twenty-five or more tongues and 
dialects, and that forty-two years after his 
death he is still being read throughout the 
world, That is a record absolutely unique 
in the history of preaching since apostolic 
days. 

Good writing and good preaching are 
different things. Many a good writer can- 
not preach, and the sermons of many a 
good preacher would not read well. But a 
hundred million people who never heard 
Spurgeon have read him with the greatest 
pleasure and profit; and this is all the more 
wonderful when we remember that he never 
read his sermons, but preached from a few 
outline notes. Yet, in his nearly thirty-six 
hundred published sermons there is scarcely 
any repetition, even where the same text 
was preached from several times. Only 
preachers can fully appreciate the wonder 
of such an achievement as that. 

We have already seen that Spurgeon’s 
period was singularly rich in preachers, 
yet he towered high above them all and re- 
mained there in lonely splendor. How is 
this to be accounted for? He himself said: 
“People have often asked me, ‘What is 
the secret of your success?’ I always an- 
swer that I have no other secret but this, 
that I have preached the Gospel — not about 
the Gospel, but the Gospel —the full, free, 
glorious Gospel of the living Christ, who 
is the incarnation of the Good News. 
Preach Christ, brethren, always and every- 
where!” 

But that is not a satisfactory answer to 
the question. Other men have preached, 
and are preaching, “the full, free, glorious 
Gospel of the living Christ,” who have met 
with no outstanding success; certainly with 
none comparable to Spurgeon’s. Maclaren 
and Moody both preached the Gospel, and 
their names and work will live, but neither 
of them would place himself beside Spur- 
geon. 

Every man who, out of a full heart, 
preaches Christ the Redeemer and Saviour 
of men will have a measure of success, 


and will receive a rich reward, but all 
who so do are not great preachers. It 
takes more than a man’s theme to make 
him a great preacher. Bishop Phillips 
Brooks said much when he defined preach- 
ing as “truth through personality”; yet, 
even that will not explain Spurgeon’s suc- 
cess, unless personality is made‘to em- 
brace gifts and accomplishments, One may 
have personality without these, or have 
these without personality, but Spurgeon 
had both in superabundant measure and de- 
gree, 

His personal appearance is well enough 
known by the many portraits there are of 
him. He was short, stout, and plain, with 
a wonderful chest capacity. Now, what 
did that familiar figure embody which made 
him for so long so great a power, not only 
in London but throughout the world? 

There were at least six or seven contrib- 
uting causes, 


1. His Voice—A good voice is a tre- 
mendous asset to a preacher. Some who 
have this are listened to, even though they 
have not much to say, and some who have 
much to say are not listened to because of 
their inability to say it well. A man with 
a voice like a woman’s should think twice 
before he decides to become a preacher. 
Many men could make much more of their 
voices if they would cultivate them, but 
some voices would never yield to cultiva- 
tion. 


“Broadcasting” without Amplifiers 


If Spurgeon had not had his superb 
voice he could never have done what he 
did. There are not ten men in a million 
who could be heard by twenty thousand 
assembled people, yet Spurgeon, when only 
twenty-three years of age, addressed, in 
the Crystal Palace, no less than 23,654 
persons, and that in a day when amplifiers 
were unknown. It is recorded that, a day 
or two before the service, he went to the 
Palace to try out its acoustic properties, 
and to select a stand for the pulpit. In 
the empty building he announced a text, 
“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” A man work- 
ing in one of the galleries heard the voice, 
though he saw no one. He thought it was 
a voice from Heaven, and was so agitated 
that he left his work and went home, where, 
after a brief struggle, he accepted the 
Lamb as his Saviour. 

Spurgeon on one occasion told his stu- 
dents that they need not shout in order to 
be heard, that in the largest building the 
natural voice should carry. To demon- 
strate this, he took them across to the 
Tabernacle, which had seating capacity for 
frorn five to six thousand people, and told 
them to scatter to the remotest parts of 
the building. He, from the pulpit, then 
whispered, “Gentlemen, if you hear what 
I say, show your pocket handkerchiefs.” 
This at once the some sixty or seventy men 
did. Then Mr. Spurgeon in louder tones 
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said, “Gentlemen, put them away, they 
are not quite clean.” 
Dr. Joseph Parker said of Mr. Spur- 


geon’s voice, “It is the mightiest voice I- 


ever heard; a voice that could give orders 
in a tempest and find its way across a 
torrent as through a silent aisle,” and Dr. 
Parker himself had a wonderful voice. 

Augustine Birrell, statesman afd man 
of Letters, once went to hear Spurgeon 
in the Tabernacle. He got unhappily 
seated between a man sucking an orange 
and a woman chewing a sandwich. “All 
of a sudden;” he says, “I heard Spurgeon, 
with that beautiful voice of his, and his 
perfect articulation, quote three lines from 
Keats. Straightway I forgot my surround- 
ings, including the half-sucked orange and 
the nibbled sandwich, and’ was borne aloft 
on the broad wings of poesy.” Dr. J. C. 
Carlile, who knew Spurgeon intimately, and 
heard him often, says, “His voice was 
probably the most wonderful voice God 
ever made.” 


2. His Gestures—A preacher’s gestures 
in the pulpit count for more than is com- 
monly thought, and the importance of this 
matter Mr. Spurgeon impressed upon his 
students in his lectures to them, sometimes 
by way of ridicule, and sometimes by way 
of example. It does not help a congrega- 
tion to see a preacher tenaciously clinging 
to the book-board like a drowning man 
holding on to a raft, or clutching his coat 
lapels as though he were arresting him- 
self, or working away with his hands be- 
hind the tails of his frock coat so as to 
give the appearance of a bird balancing 
itself on a bough, or gesticulating menac- 
ingly with clenched fists while he repeats 
the text, “Come unto me... and I will 
give you rest”! 

Mr. Spurgeon never did these things, 
except, perhaps, in- the hope of preventing 
others from doing them. Hiis own gestures 
were instructive and natural and perfectly 
adapted to what he was saying. As soon 
as he began to speak he began to act, and 
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his acting was always dramatic and never 
theatrical. In him utterance and action 
were in perfect harmony, and each helped 
the other. Sheridan Knoles, the famous 
actor and playwright, said to his students 
of Mr. Spurgeon, when the latter was only 
twenty years of age: 

“He is the most wonderful preacher in 
the world. He is absolutely perfect in his 
oratory; and beside that, a master in the 
art of acting. He has nothing to learn 
from me or anyone else, He is simply per- 
fect. He knows everything. He can do 
anything. I was once lessee of Drury Lane 
Theater; and were I still in that position 
I would offer him a fortune to play for 
one season on the’ boards of that house.” 

Dr. Carlile quotes the Evening Star of 
Mr. Spurgeon’s time as saying: 

“There never yet was a popular orator 
who did not talk more and better with 
his arms than with his tongue. Mr. Spur- 
geon knows this instinctively. When he 
has read his text he does not fasten his 
eyes on the manuscript and his hands on 
a cushion; as soon as he begins to speak, 
he begins to act, and that not as if declaim- 
ing on the stage, but as if conversing with 
you in the street. He seems to shake hands 
all round and put everybody at his ease.” 
In any attempt to arrive at Mr. Spurgeon’s 
secret, his voice and gestures must be taken 
into account, and these together are a large 
part of oratory. Spurgeon said of himself, 
“I am no orator, but tell you what springs 
up from my heart”; but surely the doing 
of that is part of oratory, and, when it 
is done as Spurgeon did it, it is unstudied, 
consummate art. 


The more one studies the life of Spur- 
geon, the more one ts amazed by his 
versatility and far-reaching influence. 
The careful and satisfying analysis of 
Spurgeon’s gifts, begun by Dr. Scrog- 
gie in this article, will be continued in 
next week’s issue, as he takes up Spur- 
geon’s style, knowledge, humor, and 
Spiritual power. 











Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 

















Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are toe personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Ever since we were mar- 
ried, we have had little in common, except our 
children. There is no doubt in my mind that 
we are both saved, but we simply agree on 
nothing. Since I’ve been saved, I’ve been active 
in various Gospel endeavors, if I may call them 
that. I believe the children should be taught 
and instructed definitely, clearly, method- 
ically. But to me it seems as if the incidental 
homework comes first and last. Family wor- 
ship? Yes, morning and night, because I de- 
mand it. I detest having to demand anything, 
but unless I do, it doesn’t get done, regardless 
of whether it is spiritual or otherwise. Many 
times I’ve run home from the car line, so 
anxious to love and pet the children, and how 
I’ve prayed that the Lord would keep us sweet! 
The first thing I know something is said and 
the argument is on. No one in all my business, 
social, or spiritual activities has the effect my 


wife has. She can do and say more irritating 
things in one hour than all other people put 
together, and I dare say she would say the 
same of me. Our every idea and action seem 
to clash, 

Prayer! I’ve never ceased to pray that the 
Lord would take out of me that which caused 
this. Surrender! I’ve told and retold the 
Lord that here I was, yielded, and I meant it. 
How can I, and why should I, preach “He is 
able,” when I feel like a hypocrite saying so, 
when it hasn’t been demonstrated in my home? 
I oan say frankly that were it not for the 
children we would have separated years ago, 
although we are not old married folks. We 
both agree to that. One thing that has kept 
me from taking such a step is the blow to 
Christian testimony, as we are quite widely 
known. As to the children—how can they 
have a correct bringing up, Christian or other- 
wise, if parents differ on every detail? Would 
it not be better for them to be with one or 
the other? 

I’d like a home where everything worked 
toward developing Christian children; where 
neighbors would find Christ through a witness- 
ing household; where the conversation would 
be Christ-centered; where all would be inter- 
ested in getting the Gospel out in church and 


elsewhere as the time grows shorter; where 
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parents worked hand in hand in disciplining 
and teaching, and I’m getting anything but 
this. I’ve hoped for a change for eight years, 
but all I can see is that things are getting 
worse, with children growing up in an atmo- 
sphere that I never knew even in a Christless 
home. 

This has been a rambling letter, and I’ve only 
scratched the surface, but I surely would 
appreciate your advice. I simply haven’t the 
courage to open up to any of our friends, al- 
though I do open up to Him about this con- 
stantly, and I believe my wife does, too—A 
TRULY BEWILDERED MAN. 


P. S—A friend of mine, who likewise is active 
in Christian work, has about the same prob- 
lem, and I believe your suggestions will be 
appreciated by him as well as myself. 

Y DEAR MAN: I do not wonder 

that you are bewildered! How Satan 
gloats over just such conditions as you 
describe! Confusion is always of him. 
And your experience is just the place into 
which he likes to get a Christian. But, 
my dear man, you have forgotten the 
power of Omnipotence! You are yielding 
to your’ helplessness, and hugging it as 
well as nursing it. You must wake up to 
the position in which- you are placing your 
Lord. You are on a battle ground, in 
your family life. Oh, mean your surren- 
der, and let self go and be trampled on, 
but do not think for one moment that there 
is no help for you and your family. You 
say and you know that God is able; then 
add the rest, “God is willing’! Instead of 
trying to make your wife think your way, 
try letting her have her way, until perhaps 
she is tired of herself. To acknowledge 
defeat is to hand the situation over to the 
enemy, and that is not the way for the 
Christian. But we must follow our Leader, 
and not merely our likes and dislikes. 

Now in order to be helpful, I must be 
very frank and look things squarely in 
the face. Your ambitions seem to be very 
good, but you want everything to be done 
as you think it ought to be done. Our 
Lord taught us to be humble, teachable, 
loving, gentle, and kind to one another, 
and he is willing and able to supply this 
need. But we must do his will and thus 
enable him. to show his power. Settle one 
thing: there is nothing wrong up above. 
All that comes down from: him is perfect, 
and if we are not the recipients of wisdom 
and strength the fault is not the Lord’s. 
Then seeing that the fault is ours, let us 
faithfully look into the cause, ferret it 
out, and conquer it. 

If you will turn to the Bible you will 
read in Ephesians 5:25, “Husbands, love 
your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it.” Here, 
then, is an example of what should be 
done by you, and the desire that neighbors 
should see a “witnessing household” would 
become a reality. The desire is good, but 
if the ideal is not lived up to, it does 
not amount to anything, but results in un- 
happiness, and a victory for your enemy, 
Satan. All this condition is a great op- 
portunity for you to exemplify the very 
fruits of the Spirit, not by having your 
own way, but by suffering the loss of your 
own self in showing forth the overcoming 
power of God Almighty. Not wishing to 
run away from the situation and get where 
it would be easier to preach, but to prove 
the joy of victory in him should be your 
aim. “Husbands, love your wives,” and I 
believe your wife could be won by your 
love. 

How many does it take to have an ar- 
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gument? Suppose you refuse to argue, 
how long will it last? If you will be all 
sweetness, as the Lord Jesus gives you 
power to be, how long will it take to clear 
the atmosphere? In Romans 6: 11-15 we 
are exhorted, “Reckon ye also yourselves 
to. be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Read 
all of that portion, and see how you may 
be free from sin and become the example 
you want to be. It costs to be a true 
Christian! But it is worth it! Read 1 
Peter 4:16, and after rejoicing in this 
trial, take that verse for your comfort, 
“Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let 
him not be ashamed; but let him glorify 
God on this behalf.” It is easy to talk 
religion, but oh, my brother, it is another 
thing to live it! 2 Corinthians 12: 10 tells 
us Paul took “pleasure in... reproaches,” 
and the God who gave him grace can give 
it to you and to me! 

Now about the children. God bless 
them! They are torn by the conflict. They 
cannot now discriminate, but the day is 
coming when they will, and you cannot 
expect to be without responsibility for the 
loss of their respect and love! Now, while 
you can, so live that they may feel the 
force of Christ’s love in you! They are 
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so susceptible, and strife tells on their 
nerves, and they do not know what is the 
matter with them, Let them so see Christ 
in you, that they may respect their father 
as an example of the Christian faith. Oh, 
what an opportunity you have to battle and 
defeat Satan! I beg of you, in that home 
life, let SELF be crucified, and let the 
power of God be shown, until your family 
altar will be a real center of tenderness, 
love, and beauty, which may overflow into 
the house so that its perfume may be felt 
all day, until your return at night! Let 
the others be eager for your return, be- 
cause you have given up all arguing and 
love has taken its place. “A soft answer 
turneth away wrath” (Prov. 15:1). 

And now you may say, What about my 
wife? Well, when she writes to me I shall 
take this same Guidebook and talk with 
her from it. But at the present time, if 
I can get the head of the house to live by 
Ephesians 5, I shall see a changed home, 
and a changed wife, for the light of Jesus 
Christ will shine in the household, and 
not one can withstand it. Will you let 
me know whether you will try my prescrip- 
tion? God bless you, the wife, and the 
children, and make your home a light in the 
community ! 








Good suggestions from a live 
Sunday school class 








How We Maintain Interest and Attendance 


By Leslie E. Dunkin 








GOVERNMENT post card was 
A handed to each class member present 

to write the following personal mes- 
sage before we started our lesson on Sun- 
day morning: “I am taking time out at 
the first of our Sunday school class period 
to tell you how much we miss you from 
our group this morning. Can we count 
on you to be with us next Sunday? Don’t 
fail us!” Each member signed his own 
name and wrote the name and address of 
an absentee on the other side of the’ card. 
The membership committee collected these 
cards and mailed them, 





The class cabinet voted to substitute for 
the regular class dues the following list 
of “Class Do’s” for one month: 


(Kindly check one or more of these you will 
do this mon 


1. I will enroll at least one new member in 
our class. 


2. I will win at least one member to Jesus 
Christ for church membership. 


3. I will use my automobile at least one 
Sunday to bring aged and crippled people to 
Sunday school and church. 

4. I will entertain the class in my home 
for a social event. 

5. I will help with our mission Sunday 
school on Sunday afternoon. 

6. I will help to furnish flowers or other 
decorations for our class room and also for 
the Sunday school and church auditoriums. 

7. I will call on at least ten absentee mem- 
bers of our class. 

8. I will take a part in the special program 
by our class for this month. 

9. I will act as a substitute teacher for 
our class or any other class in the school. 


10. I will take a lesson assignment for one 
or more of our regular lessons on Sunday. 











Slips of paper were typed for the class 
members with the following challenge: 
“You will feel better in our class, if you 
get more of your friends and pals to come 
with you.” Special recognition was given 
to those who brought their friends into the 
class membership. 





So many criticisms and suggestions had 
been made about the class socials, we de- 
cided to have a “Request Social,” making 
use of all these suggestions made by the 
members. They were written on slips of 
paper and given to the social committee. 





Two members of the class are appointed 
for each Sunday morning to be at the 
front door to welcome our members and 
visitors for our group. 





Once each quarter our pastor is asked to 
teach the class, presenting the regular les- 
son or some special message he may have 
for the group. Once each year he is 
asked to speak to the class at one of our 
monthly social gatherings. 





The four following “Can We Help 
You?” reminders are sent on post cards 
to those we desire to reach for our class: 

The first is sent to members who have 
been ill for a week or more: 


Can WE HE tp You 
Get back into line 
With your class? 
We have missed you! 
Glad you’re about well! 
9.30 A. M., Sunday. 


The second is sent to members who have 
been out of town for a week or more: 
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ith your class? . 
We have missed you! 

Glad you can be back with us! 
9.30 A, M., Sunday. 


The third is sent to members who have 
been absent just one Sunday, and where 
the reason for the absence is unknown: 


Can WE HE tp You 


Not miss another Sunday? 

We sure missed you last Sunday! 
Let us know what we can do! 
You have helped us! 

We want to help you! ’ 
9.30 A. M., Sunday. 


The fourth is sent to prospective mem- 
bers for the class: 


Can WE HE tp You 


Get better acquainted? 
We want you! 

You will want us — if 
You only knew us better! 
9.30 A. M., Sunday. 


~ 





The class gave a Home Department 
party, at which the members of that de- 
partment were the honored guests, and for 
whose benefit the entire program for the 
occasion was planned. 





For a year we used Birthday Teams 
to encourage regularity in the attendance. 
Each month the class was divided into 
two teams, with two members whose birth- 
days came in that month as the leaders. 
The losing group did something special 
for the winners. A new division of the 
class was made each month with different 
leaders, 





The pictures on the walls of the class- 
room are changed at least once a quarter. 
The members bring some from their homes. 
Others are bought by the class. 





As often as possible, brief commendation 
is made before the class of what some 
member has done either for the class or 
for somebody else, but care is taken to 
go the complete round of the membership 
for this, 





Each new member for the class means 
we must find a task, or special responsi- 
bility for the group, to assign to this one. 





The class membership was increased by 
assigning each member an extra chair in 
the room to be filled by a new person 
brought to our group. 





The temperance committee of the class 
has obtained some free or inexpensive tracts 
on the new temperance situation. These are 
being distributed from house to house in 
the community, with the name of our class 
stamped on each tract. 





The missionary committee of the class 
selects a different missionary for us to 
consider each month. Appropriate pic- 
tures, tracts, articles, and books are used 
to familiarize the group with these mis- 
sionaries, 


Wo cort, Inp. 
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Going Down in the Valley 
(Concluded from second page) 


guided down into the valleys—and up 
again —add their tribute to his exquisite 
and unerring skill! 

“Now unto him that is able to keep you 
from stumbling, and to present you fault- 
less before he presence of his glory with 
exceeding joy, to the only wise God our 
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion 
and power both now and ever! Amen.” 
Halletujah! 





And there is rest beyond the valleys. 
The going down is difficult, always. Those 
who have been brought up in wealth meet 
sudden adversity, and testify that hard 
economy is painful indeed. Those who 
have slipped down the cruel paths of sick- 
ness know just how terrible they are. 
Otkers, whose hearts are torn with many 
sorrows, know that the valley path is where 
one gathers myrrh for the Prince of Sor- 
rows. And when a loved one passes away, 
the deep shadows of that valley lie heavy 
upon the heart. Yet the final object is 
REST. 

Beyond there is PEACE. And _ those 
who have passed this way can turn back, 
with glad shouts, to encourage the weary 
ones: behind. When we passed from the 
chill and gloom of the valley out into the 
sunlit open level spaces of the pastures 
beyond, unearthly in the beauty of the sun- 
set glow, we called back to those still 
struggling downward: 

“It is good going here; it is lovely! The 
bad paths are ended. C’est bien fini!” 

And the blue mountains around took up 
the cry, and the clear echo came back 
from the heights — clear as a bell — joyous 
as an echo from the saints in glory — pro- 
phetic as the Voice of God: 


“Fini — bien fini!” 


A Growing Sunday School 
in Central America 


The following interesting account describes a 
live Sunday school in San Jose, Costa Rica, 
Central America. The story appeared in 
The Latin American Evangelist, the organ 
of the Latin American Evangelization Cam- 
paign, of which Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Strachan are Field Directors. The United 
States office is at 828 Windsor Square, 
Philadelphia. 


HE attendance at our Sunday school 

keeps well cver the five hundred mark. 
The problem is how to take care of this 
number so that we may be able to say 
truthfully they are all getting real instruc- 
tion in the Word. It is no problem to seat 
a thousand people in the main hall at a 
service — it can be made to seat 1,600, as a 
matter of fact. But to distribute more 
than five hundred men, women, and chil- 
dren of all ages into classes where the 
noise and presence of the other classes 
will not disturb them is a sheer impos- 
sibility under present conditions. 

We have, for example, turned two small 
rooms into one, which does not adequately 
house Miss Lindelius’ Primary Depart- 
ment of over one hundred small children. 
Miss Thor’s huge class of nearly one hun- 
dred mothers is on the gallery, where the 
noise from the main hall is very disturbing. 
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zo that same gallery we have partitioned 

a space for the men’s class, which is now 
too large for the accommodation for fifty 
or so that we considered a fine class at that 
time. The young men’s class of nearly 
forty should have a nice large room to 
itself. And so on—every class is crowded 
and uncomfortable, 

An interesting Sunday morning event for 
the small tots is the trip to the Sunday 
school in the Institute car. Two or three 
trips have to be made to get them all safely 
back to their homes in the outlying dis- 
tricts of the city. The hospital car could 
be pressed into the service to bring more 
children to Sunday school, but where would 
we put them if they came? 

It would seem that an extension of prem- 
ises is a real need at the present moment. 
Adjoining the hall is a little old hotel that 
would give us the room we need. In its 
place could be put up a Sunday school 
building. There is every reason to believe 
that, given more room, the present attend- 
ance would in time double itself. Such 
added accommodation would also take care 
of the work for young men and women 
that must one day be definitely organized, 
if we are to bring them into and keep them 
in the church after teen age. 

Pray with us about these things. If it 
be in God’s plan to give us this building, 
he is well able to provide money with 
which to buy the lot and put up the build- 
ing. 

ye 


A Good Year for the Great 


Commission Prayer League 


HE Great Commission Prayer League, 

a Spirit-directed movement to encour- 
age united prayer for world-wide revival 
within the Body of Christ, has just issued 
its twenty-fourth annual report. God, 
through his unfailing faithfulness, has 
granted a year of enlargement in the 
testimony of the League through bulletins, 
prayer conferences, and other ministries. 

During the fiscal year just closed, the 
League sent out approximately 200,000 bul- 
letins and leaflets, and 1,436 packages of 
tracts to every corner of the globe. Thou- 
sands of requests for prayer were received 
and remembered before God, and corre- 
spondence was carried on with 4,646 indi- 
viduals. 

Prayer conferences were held in a large 
number of cities and towns. Much blessing 
attended, ministers were led to thank God 
and take courage, and thousands of God’s 
people were rcused to a more consistent 
life of intercession for revival. Twice as 
many prayer conferences were held this 
year as last; and approximately thirty 
cities have opened for prayer conferences 
for this fall and winter. 

The League’s finances, in answer to 
prayer through the freewill offerings of 
God’s people, during this difficult year again 
disclose his gracious provision for this 
work. While receipts were two hundred 
dollars less than last year, God amply made 
up for this shortage in other ways. 

The League feels assured that in an- 
swer to united, persevering prayer, God 
will continue this testimony and that the 
ever-increasing volume of intercession for 
a Church-wide revival, which the weary 
world sorely needs, will be granted. More 
than 200,000 evangelical ministers, mission- 
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aries, and Christian workers throughout 
the world long for a work of God that will 
melt hearts and bring souls in touch with 
the powers of another world. The work- 
ing of the might of the Spirit of God is 
imperatively needed everywhere, 

“Let thy work appear unto thy servants, 
and thy glory unto their children. And 
let the beauty of the Lord our God be 
upon us: and establish thou the work of 
our hands upon us; yea, the work of our 
hands establish thou it” (Psa. 90: 16, 17). 

The address of the Great Commission 
Prayer League is 808 N. La Salle Street, 
Chicago. 

we 


A Class for Parents 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


N OUR school the Cradle Roll and Home 

Department were well organized when 
we wished to start a parents’ class. Our 
first move was.to go to the Cradle Roll 
superintendent and the Beginners superin- 
tendent and ask for names and addresses 
of all parents who had children on their 
enrollment cards. This gave us a definite 
working basis from which to build up a 
membership. 

We found in the Home Department sev- 
eral names of parents who had been missed 
by the Cradle Roll. These might find 
they could attend Sunday school if they 
knew there was a good class for parents 
and a nursery class that would care for 
their babies. 

The church-time nursery roll gave us a 
few more names, of folks who came to 
church with babies who were not listed in 
the Cradle Roll or Beginners Department. 

Once we had our class rolls built up to 
a point where we had really good class 
sessions, others began to come in from 
each of the sources mentioned. 

The Parents’ Class holds four parties 
each year, about one a quarter. To these, 
which are held at night, all the fathers 
as well as mothers come. But the mothers 
do not think four meetings a year enough 
for them, so they organized the Mothers’ 
Club, which is planned to include every 
mother in the church or connected with 
the Sunday school. 

Cardle Roll mothers, Beginners mothers, 
church nursery mothers, Home Depart- 
ment mothers (of young children) were 
all sought as members, and for the most 
part secured. The Mothers’ Club now be- 
came a feeder for the Parents’ Class as 
well as a great help to its members. 

The class sees to it that every baby of 
every parent in the class is on the Cradle 
Roll. The class leaders encourage parents 
to stay for church, and they sponsor and 
care for the church time nursery. They 
have helped equip the church nursery, and 
also have added to the equipment for 
Cradle Roll and Beginners rooms. 

When all these organizations are prop- 
erly organized, they are closely united and 
work together for mutual stimulation and 
growth. 


Boutper, Coto. 


Are you using Christian Youth, the young 
people’s paper published by The Sunday 
School Times Company? Subscriptions: 
one copy, 75 cents per year; five copies to 
one address, 52 cents each per year. 
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LESSON 4. JULY 22. ELIJAH HEARS GOD'S VOICE 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Kings 19: 9-21; printed text: verses 9-18 
Golden Text.— Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth.—1 Sam. 3:9 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is 1 Kings 19 : 9-18 


Kinc James VERSION 

1 Kings 19:9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; 
and, behold, the word of the Lorp came to him, and he said unto 
him, What doest thou here, Elijah? 

10 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lorp God of 
hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown 
down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, 
even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 

11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the 
Lorp. And, behold, the Lorp passed by, and a great and strong 
wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the 
Lorp; but the Lorp was not in the wind: and after the wind an 
earthquake; but the Lorp was not in the earthquake: 

12 And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lorp was not in the 
fire: and after the fire a still small voice. 

13 And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his 
face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of 
the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What 
doest thou here, Elijah? 

14 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lorp God of 
hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, 
thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; 
and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 

15 And the Lorp said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the 
wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be 
king over Syria: 

16 And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over 
Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou 
anoint to be prophet in thy room. 

17 And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeth the sword 
of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and him that escapeth from the sword 
of Jehu shall Elisha slay. 

18 Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees 
_— een not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not 

issed him. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

1 Kings 19:9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; 
and, behold, the word of Jehovah came to him, and he said unto 
him, What doest thou here, Elijah? 1o And he said, I have been 
very jealous for Jehovah, the God of hosts; for the children of Israel 
have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy 
prophets with the sword: and I, even I only, am left; and they seek 
my life, to take it away. 11 And he said, Go forth, and stard upon 
the mount before Jehovah. And, behold, Jehovah passed by, and a 
great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the 
rocks before Jehovah; but Jehovah was not in the wind: and after 
the wind an earthquake; but Jehovah was not in the earthquake: 
12 and after the earthquake a fire; but Jehovah was not in the 
fire: and after the fire 4a still small voice. 13 And it was so, when 
Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went 
out, and stood in the entrance of the cave. And, behold, there came 
a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah? 14 And 
he said, I have been very jealous for Jehovah, the God of hosts; for 
the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine 
altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, 
am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 

15 And Jehovah said unto him, Go, return on thy way *to the 
wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, thou shalt anoint 
Hazael to be king over Syria; 16 and Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt 
thou anoint to be king over Israel; and Elisha the son of Shaphat 
of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. 17 
And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeth from the sword 
of Hazael shall Jehu slay; and him that escapeth from the sword 
of Jehu shall Elisha slay. 18 Yet will I leave me seven thousand 
in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every 
mouth which hath not kissed him. 

1Heb., a sound of gentle stillness. * Or, by the wilderness to. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C, McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


LIJAH is one of the mountain peaks 
E of God’s revelation. He is the last 

person mentioned in the Old Testa- 
ment, and he is one of the most pgominent 
of the Old Testament characters in the 
New Testament record. Moses is men- 
tioned with him in the closing verses of 
Malachi, and they two are the only Old 
Testament characters who appear in per- 
son in the New Testament, — at the Trans- 
figuration, where one is representing the 
Law and the other the Prophets (Mal. 
4:4-6). John the Baptist came in the 
spirit and power of Elijah, and proclaimed 
both judgment and salvation. But it is 
not Elijah whom we study, so much as 
“the Lord God of Elijah” (2 King 2:14). 
In his dealing with Elijah we see him in 
all his greatness and in all his gentleness. 
And we see him as the God of new begin- 
nings. Elijah is the herald of God’s “New 
Deal.” Today, as never before, the Church 
needs to learn of the only One who can 
make things new. The nation, the Church, 
the individual, needs to listen for the still 
small Voice. 


The Historical Setting 

The active ministry of Elijah lasted 
about sixteen years, counting from the 
sixth year of Ahab to the first year of 
Joram, King of Israel. According to the 
“received” dating, which we are here fol- 
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lowing, this would be from 912 to 806 
B. C. The revelation at Mt. Horeb may 
then be put at go9 B. C. 


Verse by Verse 


1 Kings 19: 9.—Came thither unto a cave. 
To Horeb, “the mount of God.” The tra- 
ditional Mt. Sinai, Jebel Musa, or Mount 
of Moses, has a grotto that is supposed 
to be this cave, though many scholars be- 
lieve that not this, but a near-by mountain 
is the actual Sinai. What doeth thou here, 
Elijah? Evidently this is a gentle rebuke. 
Elijah had run from his place of conflict 
and duty, because of his failure in faith. 
The question also is an invitation to Elijah 
to pour out his heart before God (Psa. 
62:8). 


Verse 10.—Very jealous for the Lord 
God of hosts. The first time in Scripture 
that God is addressed by this title “the 
Lord of the armies of heaven” (cf. 2 Sam. 
5:10). This testimcny is a key to Eli- 
jah’s fiery ministry. Thrown down thine 
altars, Referring to the local altars erected 
by godly Israelites of the Ten Tribes for 
offering individual sacrifices (1 Kings 18: 
30-32). Slam thy prophets. Jezebel’s 
work. Elijah’s complaint seems to infer 
that God had not protected his prophets 
as he might have done, and that Elijah 
was more jealous for righteousness than 
God himself. J, even I only, am left. He 
was alone on Mt. Carmel, and he empha- 
sized the fact there (18:22). He had for- 
gotten the hundred prophets that Obadiah 
saved, or perhaps he felt they were keep- 
ing themselves in hiding (18:4, 13). They 
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seek my life. This is his answer to the 
Lord’s question as to why he was there. 
The verse is quoted in Romans 11:2, 3. 


Verse 11.—The Lord passed by. As he 
graciously revealed himself to Moses, caus- 
ing his glory to pass by (Exod. 33: 18-23). 
A great and strong wind ... but the Lord 
was not in the wind. The wind tearing 
the rocks was an instrument of God, show- 
ing his power, but it was not a personal 
revelation of God. So with the earthquake 
and the fire— messengers of judgment. 


Verse 12.—After the fire a still small 
voice, Literally, “a sound of gentle still- 
ness.” God was in this, for it was the 
personal presence of God himself, indicated 
by the sound of gentle stillness. 


Verse 13.—Wrapped his face in his man- 
tle. In awe and reverence. There came 
@ voice. God’s question is repeated, but 
now is preparatory to the further revela- 
tion; God speaks, as it were, face to face 
with the prophet. 


Verse 15.—Go, return on thy way. A 
gentle reminder that he was out of the 
way, and his great need was to get back 
promptly into the place of duty. To the 
wilderness of Damascus, Or, “by the wil- 
derness to Damascus”; about four hundred 
miles distant. Anoint Hazael to be king 
over Syria. This does not mean neces- 
sarily that he should do this directly, or 
at once. He caused him to be anointed 
through Elisha (2 Kings 8: 8-13). ‘This 
is God’s program and prophecy, and he 
was making it known through his prophet, 
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who thus is considered as doing the thing 
(Jer. 1:10). 

Verse 16.—Jehu the son of Nimshi... 
king over Israel. The scourge of God to 
wipe out the house of Ahab (2 Kings 9: 
1-14). Welcome news this must have been 
to Elijah. Jehu was grandson of Nimshi; 
“son” is often used for “descendant.” And 
Elisha . . . to be prophet in thy room. 
Not a rejection of Elijah, but providing 
for his successor. 

Verse 17.—The sword of Hazael. The 
“sword” is a figure for judgment. Syria 
is one of God’s instruments to punish his 
disobedient people (2 Kings 8: 25-29; 10: 
32, 33). Shall Jehu slay. 2 Kings 9 and 
10. Shall Elisha slay, Cause to be slain, 
or to be judged. 


Verse 18.—Yet I have left me seven 
thousand in Israel, . . . which have not 
bowed unto Baal. As a climax to God’s 
commission, he answers the complaint of 
Efijah that he alone was left. Seven thou- 
sand may have been the literal number, but 
in any case is a symbol of the perfect num- 
ber, the “remnant,” through whom God’s 
purposes will be carried out. See Special 
Topics. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

It was really a revelation of Christ that 
Elijah received at Sinai. The Lord God 
of Elijah was revealed to him anew as the 
God of judgment who will punish iniquity. 
But above all he was revealed as the meek 
and lowly One, who will not break the 
bruised reed or quench the smoking flax, 
and who will not fail nor be discouraged 
till he have set judgment in the earth 
(Matt, 12: 18-21). It is not by might nor 
by power but by his Spirit (Zech. 4:6). 
And that Spirit, who is the mighty power 
of God, comes as a gentle dove. 

Now what is the first thing his still, 
small voice is speaking to us? Just what 
he spoke to Elijah: “This is the way, 
walk ye in it” (Isa. 30:21). Our first 
need is to get into the way of God's leading. 
Dr. Tom Lambie, in a recent trip into 
the unevangelized parts of Ethiopia, fol- 
lowed a rough road into unknown country. 
They had trouble in keeping the road till 
they learned that the natives called it: 
“The road which the King’s son traveled.” 
The son of the king had once passed that 
way. After that, when they went off into 
a bypath, they would ask if. they were on 
the road that the King’s son went. 

Elijah had gotten off the road the King’s 
Son trod, and God asked him: “What 
doest thou here?” Are we in his place 
for us? The way back into that road is 
by listening to the still, small voice, and 
then going forth with the exultant cry: 
“Thanks be unto God, who always leadeth 
us in triumph in Christ.” Link 2 Kings 
2:14,— “the Lord God of Elijah,’ with 
2 Corinthians 2:14,—the Lord God of 
Paul — and of us. 


Lesson Outlines 
“Tue Lorp Gop or E1ijan” 
1. The God of new beginnings —go 
forward for him (1 Kings 19: 15-21). 
2. The God of full provision— trust 
him (17: 1-24; 19: 5-8). 
3. The God of answered prayer — pray 
and believe (18:24, 36-46). 


4. The God of judgment. and salvation 
—fear him and proclaim him (19: 15- 
18), 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
4. July 22.—Elijah Hears God?’s Voice. 
1 Kings 19 : 9-21 
5. July 29.—Micaiah Speaks the Truth. 
1 Kings 22 
6. August 5.—Elisha Helps the Needy. 
2 Kings 4: 1-44 
7. August 12—Amos Pleads for Justice. 
Amos 5 and 7 
8 August 19—Amos Denounces Self-In- 
dulgence (Temperance Lesson). 
Amos 6: 1-7, 11-14 
9. August 26—Hosea reaches God’s 
EOUG .c vesdusaseidesis cdubates Hosea 6, 11, 14 
10. September 2—Micah Champions the 
Oppressed ..Micah 2 to 4, and 6:1 to 7:6. 
11, September 9.—Hezekiah Leads His Peo- 


ple Back to God ........ 2 Chronicles 30 
12, September 16.—Isaiah Contrasts False 
and True Worship .......... Isaiah 1 : 1-31 








5. The God who speaks in gentle still- 
ness —hear him and heed him (19: 11- 
13). 

6. The God of endiess life—1ook for 
His Coming (2 Kings 2: 1-12). 


Exijan’s THREE Mounts 
1. Mt. Carmel — God speaks in fire. 


2. Mt. Sinai— God speaks in the still 
small voice. 


3. Mt. of Transfiguration — God 
speaks to, and through, his Son. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Elijah’s Miracles. These may be reck- 
oned as eight, including the shutting of 
the heavens and the bringing of the rain, 
and the fire brought down on the two 
groups of fifty (1 Kings 17:1; 17:14; 17: 
24;- 233.18: 98; 18:45; 2 Kings : 10; 1: 
12; 2:8). In addition to this are the 
miracles wrought for him—fed by the 
ravens, fed by the angel, caught up into 
Heaven. These may be compared with 
Elisha’s miracles. How many were there? 


Elijah in Prophecy. The Jews were look- 
ing for Elijah to come before Messiah, in 
accordance with the prophecy in Malachi 
4:5, 6 (John 1:21; Matt. 17:10). Our 
Lord said that Elijah would come and 
restore all things, and then added that 
he had come already, in the person of 
John the Baptist (Luke 1:17; Matt. 17: 
II-13; 11:14). Many interpret this to 
be the only fulfillment of the prophecy, but 
it seems clear that, like many prophecies 
of the Old Testament, there is the fulfill- 
ment in connection with the first coming 
of Christ and there will be a final fulfill- 
ment before the great and terrible day 
(Mal. 4:5) in connectic= with the second 
coming of Christ. This seems clearly 
implied in our Lord’s words in Matthew 
17:11. Some believe Elijah will then ap- 
pear in person along with Moses, as the 
two witnesses spoken of in Revelation 11: 
3-12. One who came in the spirit and 
power of Elijah could as well fulfill this 
prophecy then as John the Baptist did in 
his day. Note other important New Tes- 
tament references to Elijah (Matt. 16: 14; 
17: 3, 4, 8; Luke 4: 25, 26; 9: 30, 31; Matt. 
27: 46-49). 

The Remnant. The “seven thousand” 
illustrate Paul’s great teaching on the rem- 
nant according to the election of grace 
(Rom, 11: 1-7). God has ever done his 


work of salvation through a faithful, be- 
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lieving remnant. 
mation rejected Christ, Paul explains, the 
remnant accepted, and through them God’s 
plan was carried out. But he also shows 
that the rejection of Israel as a whole is 
temporary, and that in the future all Is- 
rael will accept, and then comes the climax 
of his argument: if such blessing has at- 
tended the acceptance by the remnant, when 
the rest were hardened, what overflow of 
blessing will come when all Israel receives 
Messiah? (Rom. 11:12, 15, 30-32). 

Other Special Topics. The Call of 
Elisha (1 Kings 19: 19-21). Elijah’s Later 
Life and Translation. Guidance. The 
Threefold Message: 1. God’s personal 
dealing; 2. Place in plan of redemption; 
3. Types. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Listen to God’s still small voice. Through 
the Word; through the Spirit; through 
men; through circumstances. It may be 
the voice of gentle rebuke. Heed it, nor 
wait for sore chastening to turn us back 
from folly. It may be the voice of guid- 
ance. Be yielded and still, with open ears 
to hear his Voice. It may be the voice 
of correction, or of instruction, or of en- 
couragement, or of commission, 


Beware of other voices. Impressions are 
not necessarily the voice of the Spirit. A 
thousand other voices may speak to us. 


Am I in God’s place? “What doest thou 
here?” Elijah was not in the hard place 
of duty. God is faithful to call us back if 
we are ready to follow him, in spite of 
past failure and discouragement. 

Remember the Seven Thousand! They 
speak several messages to us: 1. Let us 
have loving fellowship with all who are loyal 
to Christ and his Word. 2. The seven 
thousand quiet, hidden believers are dear 
to God. They need leadership and en- 
couragement. 3. God. ever has a faithful 
remnant, small in proportion to the whole, 
but large in numbers, 4. We are not serv- 
ing singly, but as members of a Body, and 
we should give thanks for, and pray for, 
all the multiplied thousands of our brothers 
in Christ. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Elijah chose for himself the juniper 
tree and early death: God chose for him 
the chariots of fire and endless Life. 


The Holy Spirit is God’s still small 
voice; he can be grieved, and he can be 
heard only by sensitive ears. 


The loud noises of the world effectively 
shut out God’s sounds of gentle stillness. 


The road that marks the end of our re- 
sources opens directly into a new road of 
God’s mighty grace and power. 


Elijah could very well leave Ahab and 
Jezebel to God’s judgment. 


There is enough in Christ to separate 
us from the world and from the world’s 
philosophy (called “Modernism”’); there 
is also enough in Christ to keep together 
all those who are in him. 


There seems to be nothing ahead for 
thousands. of young people today who are 
out of positions: but the Lord God of Eli- 
jah, the God of new beginnings, is ready 
to open the way for all who will hear his 
voice. 
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Lesson for July 22 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and: reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the day 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

In the Shop.—Speak, Lord; for thy 
servant heareth (Golden Text). I remem- 
ber seeing somewhere, “Don’ts for Ma- 
chinists.” I have forgotten all but this 
one: “Don’t argue with your boss.” It 
is a good rule for every shop and office. 
It is a good rule in religion—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. B. 
G. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. Prize 
illustration, 


Why He “Dasn’t Quit.”—And, behold, 
the word of the Lord came to him (1 Kings 
19:9). A young man had a class of boys 
in a mission Sunday school. Little fellows 
they were, and their new teacher’s kind- 
ness and tact and genuine interest in them 
had won them to him completely. After 
a while the young man became rather dis- 
couraged with his efforts among them. He 
went down early that last Sunday —he 
wanted to get his records all in shape — 
and while he sat working in the office 
adjoining the Sunday school room, two 
of his boys came in. One announced that 
he wasn’t coming any more; teacher was 
going to quit, and he was going to quit, 
too. The other one flatly contradicted the 
first speaker’s statement. The ‘two con- 
tinued to talk, but no argument could con- 
vince the one lad that the teacher would 
quit. “Why,” he declared, “he dasn’t quit. 
I was the first boy in his class, and one 
Sunday he told us kids that God sent him 
to teach us, an’ he said God was his boss, 
and he had to do wot he said. He’s God’s 
man, and he dasn’t quit.” And tHe young 
man didn’t quit. He took the vision that 
was given him to heart. He caught the 
message of encouragement and cheer, of 
promise that came to him from God, 
through the medium of the boy who felt 
that teacher must make good because he 
was “God’s man.”—From Comprehensive 
Quarterly. Sent by Beth H. Marshall, 
Grove City, Minn. 


Without Christ, What?—And I, even I 
only, am left; and they seek my life, to 
take it away (v. 10). A missionary in the 
Philippines wrote an interesting comment. 
He quoted from a sermon he recently 
heard, which brought out the fact that the 
very word Christian implies that a Chris- 
tian is one who depends upon Christ: “For 
if the word Christ is removed from the 
word Christian, nothing is left that makes 
any sense.” “Whereupon I began to think 
of what is left of the word Christian when 
the part Christ is taken away, and I dis- 
covered but three letters: I-A-N. Is it 
true, I asked myself, that this syllable has 
no meaning of itself? After trying to twist 
these three letters about to make them spell 
a word, I decided to try building a sen- 
tence with them. This is what I found: 
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I-A-N,—I Am Nothing.” How very true 
it is that “Without me [Christ] ye can 
do nothing."—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Not an Unusual Loss.—And I, even I 
only, am left; and they seek my life (v. 
10). A small boy, new to the Sunday 
school, was greatly pleased with his pic- 
ture card and its text, “Have faith in God.” 
On the way home, however, the precious 
possession slipped from his fingers and flut- 
tered from the open street car. Immedi- 
ately a cry of distress arose: “I’ve lost my 
‘Faith in God!’ Stop the car!” The good- 
natured conductor signaled the motorman, 
and the card was regained amid the smiles 
of the passengers. It takes only a small 
puff of wind sometimes to make some 
Christians think God is gone!—From the 
Presbyterian of the South. Sent by Joan 
Ver Lee, Zeeland, Mich. 


His Father’s Voice.—And after the fire 
@ still small voice (v. 12). It is related 
that when Robert Louis Stevenson was a 
little child, he accidentally locked himself 
into a room alone one day. He could not 
turn the key again as he was directed. 
Darkness was coming on, and his terror 
became extreme, His father sent for a 
locksmith to open the door, and during the 
period of waiting, talked to Louis through 
the keyhole, the child becoming so en- 
grossed by the charm of his father’s conver- 
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sation that he forgot all his fears. And 
so our heavenly Father’s still small voice 
dissipates our fears and makes his helpful 
presence real to us in the midst of trials 
that have apparently locked us in from 
worldly aid—From The King’s Business. 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


“We Two Shall Win.”—And the Lord 
said unto him, Go, return on thy way (v. 
15). 

Coward and wayward and weak, 
I change with the changing sky, 
Today so eager and brave, 
Tomorrow not willing to try; 
But He never gives in, 
So we two shall win — 
Jesus and I. 


—From Rochester Times. Sent\by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


ye 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


N WHAT way does the Scripture bear 
testimony to the importance of Elijah 
among the leaders of Israel? 

2, Which books in the Bible mention Eli- 
jah, in addition to 1 Kings where his biog- 
raphy is recorded? 

3. How does God speak to us? 
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Dr. Pace’s cartoons may now be obtained as stereopticon slides and as film-slides. There are 20 
series of the glass slides, containing 30 to 40 slides each, with comments making a connected ser- 


mon out of each series. Th 


ey may be rented at 5c per slide, or bought for 40c each, uncolored, or 


75c each colored. The film-slide rolls, containing usually thirty or more pictures, may be had at $2 
aroll, plain; they are not rented. All may be ordered from The Bond Slide Company, 58 West 
Washington Street, Chicago. 
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4. Can you tell on what three occasions 
the Lord Jesus referred to Elijah? 

5. Can you name three or four occasions 
on which others in the New Testament re- 
ferred to Elijah? 

6. What was there in God’s revelation to 
Moses on Sinai that corresponds with the 
revelation to Elijah? 


7. What three verses in the lesson are 
quoted in the New Testament, and where? 


8. Was Elijah a type of ae of 
Christ? Was he a type of anyone else 


Name several outstanding characteristics 
of elijah, and several of his weak points. 


10. What ministry did Elijah have to Judah, 
in addition to his ministry to the Ten Tribes? 
Where is this recorded, and what does it 
show about the prophets of God in their re- 
lation to the two kingdoms? 





Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on the facing page of this issue, 
ye 
Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MateritaL: A Bible 











a. we studied about Elijah, as he 
stood on the mountain and heard God’s 
voice and listened to his commands. And 
I expect some of you wished God would 
speak to you as he did to Elijah. 

Did you know that God has spoken to 
you? Right here in my hand I hold a 
Book, a Book that we call the Bible, God’s 
Word. In this book, God has spoken. He 
has told us many things about men like 
David and Elijah; he has told us the 
matchless story of his only begotten Son 
who died for us on Calvary; and he has 
given to you and me direct commands and 
wonderful promises. 

But only a few people hear what God 
says to them, because most will not listen. 
They will not go to church, they will not 
read the Bible, they will even turn off the 
radio if a sermon comes on, or they hear 
a Gospel singer. They refuse to hear God’s 
voice, 

Elijah was listening for God’s voice. 

What are you doing? Listening, or 
refusing to hear? 


Mopesto, CAL. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Little Thing.—The Lord was not in 
the wind . . . the Lord was not in the 
earthquake ... the Lord was not in the fire 
(1 Kings 19:11, 12). The convulsions of 
nature, hurricanes and cyclones, earth- 
quakes and eruptions, lightnings and con- 
flagrations scare people, but they never con- 
vert them. When a great catastrophe visits 
a section of the world you never hear of 
any gweat forsaking of sins and turning 
to God. 

San Francisco. Tokio. The World War. 
They have had all these things-in heathen- 
dom for ages, and heathendom continues 
to bow down to idols and fetishes. Then 
one day there comes the voice of God in 
the mouth of some devoted missionary, and 
wonderful things begin to happen. In a 
few years we find the whilom naked 
heathen, instead of living like animals, now 
clothed and in their right minds, with 
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schools, churches, streets, electric lights, 
and real homes. Luanza by Dan Craw- 
ford. All done by God speaking words in 
a still small voice through the lips of self- 
sacrificing men and women (Acts 15: 26). 

The one thing that amazed the North 
American Indians was that a little piece of 
paper (compared with a buffalo hide) with- 
out a sound or a picture could tell the great 
White Chief where they camped, what they 
did, how many there were, and all about 
them. We are so used to writing certain 
signs that stand for sounds that convey 
intelligence we do not realize and appreciate 
the wonder and the mystery of it all. 

That Africans pounding upon a skin 
stretched over a barrel should speak to 
thousands of blacks so they understand is 
just as wonderful and mysterious to us. 
God comes and speaks to men quietly in 
their hearts by the still small voice, and 
great God-like things are done all over the 
world, It is the little thing in life, the quiet 
thing, that counts. 


The Firing Line.—There came a voice 
unto. him, and said, What doest thou here, 
Elijah? (v. 13.) When I was a stirring 
boy the war between the states was just 
over. Among the crowd that made Tom 
Stewart’s shoemaker shop the village loaf- 
ing place were some soldiers who had never 
gotten far mto the war. One of the stand- 
ard witicisms was, as some such tin soldier 
boasted of his prowess, “I expect you were 
always to be found where the bullets were 
the thickest.” “You bet I was,” was the 
hero’s reply. “Yeah, right under the am- 
munition wagon,” we would cry in derision, 
and then make a dive for the door to escape 
the wrath of the pseudo-warrior who had 
never gotten any farther than a training 
camp. 

Elijah had run away from the contest 
and was found by God huddled under the 
ammunition wagon, so to speak. The “fir- 
ing line,” where great issues are met, was 
the place for a man like Elijah. 

There on Mt. Carmel was the true set- 
ting for Elijah, and how the diamond of 
him did shine and sparkle in the fire light 
of that altar. Who would ever expect such 
a man to do a Marathon to the juniper 
bush? (1 Kings 18: 39-41.) 

All over our land there are Elijahs lying 
back doing nothing but pitying themselves. 
Men who could be great in the Lord’s 
work, 


“Stickin’ ’Round.”—Yet I have left me 
seven thousand . . . all the knees which 
have not bowed unto Baal (v. 18). The 
Great Valley Presbyterian Church sets out 
in the heart of the beautiful Chester Valley 
with not even a hamlet or a crossroads 
store anywhere near it. Paoli, away up 
over the South Hill, being the nearest 
village. One time I was asked to come to 
Great Valley Church to speak to a gather- 
ing of men. I laughed and said, “Yes, 
I’ll come and spend an evening with your 
dozen or so.” 

When I arrived at Great Valley loaded 
for a talk to a “sma!! group” I was sur- 
prised to find over one hundred. “Sim- 
mons,” I cried, “where in the world did 
you dig up all these men away out here in 
these wide open spaces?” “Ridgway, you 
will always find a lot of good men stickin’ 
’round if you take the trouble to go after 
them,” replied the Reverend Simmons [the 
pastor in charge at that time]. 


July 7, 1934 


Things have not changed in the centuries. 
There have always been some “good men 
stickin’ ’round.” Or, as Elijah was told, 
“Seven thousand ... all the knees which 
have not bowed unto Baal.” 
est day in the world there was the Noah 
family. Later the Abram family at Ur. 
The Covenanters in Great Britain, and the 
Waldensians in Italy, and the Huguenots in 
France. 

In the pioneer days in the West many a 
town was saved by the little group true to 
God which formed the rallying point for the 
decency and half decency of the tough, 
gambling, rum-sotted community. The last 
place that happened was in the Gold Rush 
on the Yukon. We were up there a while 
ago, and you might have thought you were 
at home in old Squedunk. 

When you want to do anything worth 
while for the Lord, go ahead. You can 
always calculate on the “seven thousand.” 
“T, even I only,” wailed Elijah. Had he 
stood his ground the seven thousand un- 
benders could have had a chance to rally 
to his side. “Thrice armed is he who hath 
his quarrel just” (see Psa, 118:6; Rom. 
8:31). 

CoATESVILLE, Pa, 

we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Elijah tired and cross. 
2. What Elijah had forgotten. 


3. God speaks to Elijah in “a still, small 
voice.” 


4. How we may hear God’s voice. 











LIJAH had had a long, long journey, 

and he felt very tired and very cross. 
Have you ever felt tired and cross? Then 
you know just how poor Elijah felt. He 
was so grumpy that he forgot to notice 
that the sun was shining and the birds sing- 
ing; and worst of all, he began to forget 
about how wonderfully God had taken care 
of him! 

Question the children about last week’s 
lesson, bringing back to their memories 
how. Elijah had been fed, first by ravens, 
and then by a widow woman, at God’s 
command. 

At last Elijah found a cave and went 
and lay down in it. While he was there, 
he heard God speaking to him, and what 
do you think He said? (Lesson Material: 
1 Kings 19:9-18.) “What doest thou 
here?” God often says that to boys and 
girls when they are somewhere they ought 
not to be! I wonder if he ever has to say 
it to you? 

God had not told Elijah to come this 
long journey. He had run away because 
a wicked Queen had said she would kill 
him! As if God, who had cared for him 
all the time when there was nothing to eat, 
could not have kept him safe from a bad 
woman! 

Sometimes we sing — 


O-what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear, 

AIL because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 


That was what Elijah had forgotten. 
When the wicked Queen sent him her mes- 


In that dark- 

















Lesson for July 22 


sage, he just ran straight away, and never 
stopped to have a little talk to God 
about: it. 

Do you know, boys and girls often do as 
Elijah did. When they get into some sort 
of trouble, when others are unkind and 
tease perhaps, then they just get into the 
grumps and feel ever so badly used, instead 
of going to the Lord Jesus, and telling him 
all about it, and asking him to protect them 
and help them to be brave. 

Describe the scene in verses 10-13, mak- 
ing it as awe-inspiring as possible, in order 
to impress upon the children the majesty 
of God, and how gracious he is not to de- 
stroy us for our sinfulness and forgetful- 
ness of him. 

After the storm, the earthquake, and the 
fire, God spoke to Elijah again in a still, 
small voice of love. How often God speaks 
to us like that when we are doing wrong! 
Have you ever heard him speaking to you? 
Let us be sure we listen to his voice, and 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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obey what he says. Learn Memory Verse 
(Psa. 85: 8a). 


Expression Work 


Draw an open Bible, and also a heart, 
on the blackboard. God speaks to us to- 
day through his Word, and also by a “still, 
small voice” in our hearts. 


York, Ene. 
ve 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
. (On the lesson for July 22) 


1. Elijah is probably mentioned more fre- 
quently than any other leader of Old Testa- 
ment times, except Moses, in other portions 
of Scripture than those chapters relating his 
life story. He was one of the two appearing 
with Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration. 

2. We find Elijah mentioned in 2 Kings, 
2 Chronicles, Malachi, Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
John, Romans, and James. 

3. Through the Bible, illuminated for us 
by the Holy Spirit (John 14: 16, 17, 26). 

4. Elijah and the widow (Luke 4: 25, 26); 
John referred to as Elijah (Matt. 11:14); 
Elijah shall come (Matt. 17:11). 

5. Gabriel to Zacharias (Luke 1:17); the 
Pharisees to John the Baptist (John 1: vet 
some said Jesus was Elijah (Matt. 16: 14); 
they said Christ called for Elijah (Matt. 27: 
47, 49). 

6. There was the fire and earthquake, there 
was also the revelation of the gracious loving- 
kindness of Jehovah (Exod. 19:18; 20: 18- 
20; 34: 4-7). 

7. Verses 10, 14 (repetition of 10), 18; 
quoted in Romans 11: 2, 3, 4. 

8. Elijah as a true prophet of God was a 
type of Christ, the great Prophet; also as 
an intercessor and as a messenger of God’s 
judgment. He was specially a foreshadowing 
of John the Baptist. 

9. Faith, persistence prayer, boldness, 
courage, fiery zeal, love for God, love for his 
nation ; discouragement, governed by feeling, 
lack of quietness and gentleness. 

10. Elijah wrote a remarkable letter of 
rebuke and threat of judgment to Jehoram, 
the wicked son of Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 21: 
11-20). Part of this letter was probably a 
prophecy of what Jehoram would do, as it 
appears that Elijah was translated before some 
of it occurred. The letter shows that in God’s 
view the kingdoms are one in their respon- 
sibility to him, and his prophets are concerned 
with the righteousness of both. 


we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
how may we offer praises unto thee for that 
quiet voice in which thou dost speak to us in 
times of distress! The strong wind, the earth- 
quake, and the fire would overwhelm us, but 
thou dost speak in the still small voice. Thou 
dost call us into service in the very hour of 
our weakness and discouragement, and thou 
dost lead us to undertake the next duty in the 
strength that thou dost give. So may it be 
with each one of us as we meet the occasions 
of life. When the word of the Lord comes to 
us, may it be to support and encourage and 
quicken us as we face once more the problems 
oi the hour, and may we not doubt his pres- 
ence or power. In the name of the Lord Jesus 
we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There is one question 
in this lesson which came as a great chal- 
lenge to Elijah. It is a very simple ques- 
tion, and it may easily be asked of us when 
we are downhearted, discouraged, and just 
about at the end of our hopes. It is the 
question in the first verse of our lesson, 
“What doest thou here, Elijah?” Put 
yourself in the place of the prophet. Think 
what he had been through. Think of some 
of the hard times that you have been 
through, and of the discouragement that 
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you have allowed to fall upon you like a 
cloud. The Lord wants to know what you 
are doing just then. He wants to know 
why you should be the one to feel as you 
do. He asks just why you are where you 
are in that dismal hour! Then he calls 
you by name as he called Elijah by his 
name, as though he were to say to him, “Is 
it possible that you, Elijah, are in this state 





HEAR HIM! 


Wey Be Discouracen? 


OBEY HIM! 











of hopeless discouragement,— you, my 
servant, Elijah?” Perhaps during the com- 
ing week you may have some occasion to 
feel as though you wanted to run to a cave 
somewhere and hide from the events that 
crowd in upon you. That question at first 
asked of Elijah came again after the wind 
and the earthquake and the fire. So it may 
be with you, and so God will also give you 
encouragement to rise up and do in faith 
and in courage, what he has in store for 
you. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Leaders for God 


4. Elijah following the voice of God: 
(1) as he hears it; (2) understands it; (3) 
obeys it. 











EADING always begins with following 

—true leading — whether it be an ab- 
stract ideal, a person, or God himself, None 
can lead toward God who has not first 
learned to follow him. Loyalty, faithful- 
ness, courage in following the gleam that 
has first been caught, are the very traits 
that make the true leader. 

Witness Elijah —the most daring, cour- 
ageous leader for God in all the centuries 
of Old Testament history, whose leader- 
ship found its strength in his own loyalty 
as a follower of God himself. Our study 
for this week concerns one event in his 
dramatic career which well illustrates this, 
and one which will claim your’ girls’ at- 
tention and interest; first, for its very 
story-interest, and upon deeper thought, for 
this same great truth. 

(1) Your story lies in the strange, even 
startling manner in which Elijah heard the 
Voice he followed —one fresh in interest 
for your girls, probably, so little study is 
given to the Old Testament of late years. 
So tell it to them, or appoint the best 
story-teller among them to do™that for the 
others, 

This hitherto fearless man, running away 
for his very life from a revengeful woman 
—even if she were the powerful queen of 
her weak and wicked husband! First flee- 
ing from sheer exhaustion and despair, be- 
ing tenderly watched over and fed by the 
angel sent from God, then fleeing yet far- 
ther from Queen Jezebel to hide himself 
in the wild caves of Horeb—there to be 
suddenly called to account for his action 
and bidden to stand out upon this “mount 
of the Lord” to watch wind, earthquake, 
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YES—IT’S STILL GOOD! 





ditional copies, in accord- 

ance with this offer, as ex- 

plained below. 
Outstanding Features 


The Bible offer for ten 
weeks subscriptions is still 
as good as ever! And even 
though you have already 
received one or more cop- 
ies of this Bible under this 
plan, you may secure ad- 





tions. Maps in colors. 


Flexible, kraft binding, overlapping edges. 
Bible paper. Valuable aids to Bible study. Colored Illustra- 
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The temple to be destroyed. ST. MARK, 18, Signs of Christ's coming. 
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ND as he went out of the temple, 
one of his disciples saith unto 








18 And pray ye that your flight be 
not in the winter. . 

19 For in those days shall be afflic- 
tion, such as was not from the be- 
i of the creation which God 
created unto this time, neither shall 


20 And except that the Lord had 
shortened those days, no flesh should 
be saved: but for the elect’s sake, 
whom he hath chosen, he hath short- 
ened the days. | 

21 And then if any man shall say 
to you, Lo, here zs Christ; or, lo, he ws 








How to get it 

If you will send us only FIVE new 
Get Acquainted subscriptions to 
the TiMEs, at 25 cents each for ten 
weeks, to be sent to five of your 
friends, who have not been sub- 
scribers within the last six months, 
you may have a copy of this beau- 
tiful Bible. Two Bibles for ten of 
these subscriptions, or Three for 
twelve. 


If you wish your 

name in gold 

Your own or another name will be 
stamped in gold on the cover, with- 
out charge, if you will send one ad- 
ditional subscription for each Bible. 


If you are not now 
a subscriber 


You may count your own subscrip- 
tion as one of the five. 


This offer limited 


Owing to advances in prices of these 
books, it may not be possible to 
continue this offer on this same 
basis, —so acting at once will mean 
a saving to you. 








You May Have One or More Without Cost to You 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


325 NORTH THIRTEENTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


What it has meant 
to others 


Six children, in a family that could 
not afford to buy Bibles, each earn- 
ed one by this plan. 


A Bible school on the prairies 
secured a number of copies to 
be placed in the homes of new 
converts. 


And thousands have been intro- 
duced to the Times in this way, 
glad for the opportunity to try the 
paper. Many of these have now 
joined the vast circle of regular 
subscribers, 


For awards in the 
Sunday-school 


For the teacher or superintendent, 
here is an opportunity to get several 
copies, and each one stamped with 
the scholar’s name, for attendance 
or memory work. Or for that 
young friend who is uniting with 
the church, 
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and fire pass, and hear at last the “still 
small voice” which alone was the Voice 
of God speaking directly to him—is not 
this a story of compelling interest? 


(2) But Elijah’s understanding of this 
Voice is revealed in this story. This was 
more than a strange, even miraculous 
“happening” to Elijah. He knew that God 
was speaking to him, and he understood 
in full the meaning of the message he 
heard in that “still small voice.” Though 
its cemmand crossed his own conviction 
that he was no longer useful as a leader, 
that his attempt had failed and his work 
was done, he argued not at all when he 
heard and understood. 


(3) Elijah rose up in obedience to this 
Voice, returned to. the land of Israel, 
and did exactly as God had bidden him. 
There he found how entirely mistaken he 
had been in his own opinion, his old cour- 


age came back in full measure, and we 


see him as the fearless leader for God to 
the very end of his life, as in the beginning. 


Home Study 


Read Elijah’s entire story over again, 
this week; then read these New Testament 
allusions to him: James 5:17, 18; Luke 4: 
25, 26. Notice whose words you read, 
in each case. 


Decatur, Ga, 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: God’s voice. 

Discussion: Show how there are many 
voices sounding in the ether about our 
ears, which we do not hear, merely because 
we do not “tune in.” 

Objective: Keeping in touch with God 
by the Spirit and the Word. 











AY, fellows, I happen to be preparing 
this lesson in the vicinity of one of the 
most powerful broadcasting stations in 
America, just recently installed. Its power 
is 150,000 watts, and messages can be picked 
up more than 5,000 miles away. But it 


is a very feeble illustration of God’s voice.. 


It is possible by this radio station to guide 


a ship in mid-Atlantic: but God, by the. 


word of his power created the Atlantic, 
yea, did create the universe. “And God 
said, Let there be light: and there was 
light . . . and God said, Let there be a 
firmament ... and God said, Let the waters 
under the heaven be gathered together . . 

and let the dry land appear . . . and God 
said, Let the earth bring forth grass,” herb, 
tree, sun, moon, seasons, fish, fowl, cattle, 
beast, and every living, creeping, crawling, 
swimming, flying, walking thing — and then 
“God said, Let us make man insour image, 
after our likeness” (read Genesis 1: 3-31). 

That gives us a glimpse of the power of 
God’s voice. 

But, fellows, I am more concerned just 
now as we read how Elijah heard God’s 
voice on Mount Horeb (Sinai) nearly 
three thousand years ago,—more con- 
cerned with the fact that the same voice 
speaks to you and to me today, just as 
surely and just as plainly as he spoke to 
Elijah. And there is another thing cer- 


_tain: that when God speaks, it is to tell us 


something vital. 
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That being true, it is highly important, 
don’t you think, fellows, that we “tune in” 
so that we can “hear” what the voice wants 
to say to us? 

“And how shall we tune in?” do I hear 
you asking? Several ways God has pro- 
vided. One is that “still small voice” by 
which he spoke to Elijah; and just as Eli- 
jah went off by himself in a secret place, 
and listened, so you will find it the best 
way, too. Alone, and in secret, ask God 
to speak to you, and he will. But there is 
another important condition: it is that you 
listen with a surrendered will. “Speak, 
Lord, for thy servant heareth,” said Sam- 
uel — and “for thy servant heareth” means 
“thy servant is ready to do what the Lord 
says to do.” 

Another help in hearing the voice — 
very important—and one that the Lord 
has provided: is his Word. If you really 
want to hear. God’s voice, you will listen 
with your eyes upon the open Bible. Read 
the Word daily. Here is one absolutely 
sure way by which you may know the Lord 
has spoken to you: through his Word. If 
you are faithful to listen with the sur- 
rendered will to the one, and to read the 
other, each day, you will find that God 
speaks to you also by and through events 
and circumstances as you go through the 
day, and in your waking moments in the 
night. 

You will find yourself continually talking 
with God,—and oh, so comfortably and 
happily. 

Greenssoro, N. C. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











July 29. Great Missionary Hymns and Their 
Challenge. Isa. 42: 1-4. 





Sunday, July 22 


The Best Book I Have Read This Year 
(Eccles. 12:12; Acts 19 : 19) 





Mon.—The Bible (Psa. 119 : 73-80). 
Tues.—Religious books (Eph. 3: 1-7). 
Wed.—Good stories (Matt. 13 : 1-9). 
Thurs.—Biography (Ruth 1 : 18). 
Fri.—True science (1 Tim. 6: 20, 21). 
Sat.—Travel (Psa. 107 : 1-8, 23, 24). 











How do-we select our reading? 

Which are best to read— books or maga- 
zines? 

What book have you learned most from this 
year? 

F THE preacher of Ecclesiastes found 

that “of making many books there is no 
end,” in his day, how true this must be 
of our age, when facilities for printing 
and publishing are infinitely greater. One 
has but to glance at a book stall or a 
magazine stand, to realize the hopeless- 
ness of keeping abreast with all that is 
published. A second glance will show the 
Christian that he does not wish to keep 
abreast of much that is published. 

How then are we to select our reading? 
Are we to trust to chance, and choose our 


reading from that which comes to us un- 


sought? To do so will mean that we 
shall miss much that is worth while, and 


Alaska’s Capital 


City State 
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Juneau, 


_last chance... 


to ALAS KA 


Alaska, land of your dreams — here is your chance to see it. 
Twenty-one wonderful days on one of the most glorious 
vacation trips in all the world. 


See Glacier and Yellowstone National Parks on the way. 
Embark on a beautiful steamer at Seattle, and glide up the 
Alaskan coast through the picturesque Inside Passage. See the 
old gold-rush towns — towering mountains— totem poles — 
old missions — snow-capped glaciers—rushing rivers — opal- 
esque lakes — Northern Lights. 

The Christian Fellowship Tour for readers of the Sunday 
School Times and other Christian Journals will leave Phila- 
delphia, and other eastern points, July 10. Sixty persons have 
made reservations — only a few more can be taken. 


The party will be accompanied by Mr. Philip E. Howard, 
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President and Publisher of the Sunday School Times. Why’ 


not join it? Fill in the coupon, and we will let you know 
what the total cost will be from your own town or city. You 
are under no obligation to go. 


Alaska Steamship Co. Northern Pacific Ry. 
Spokane, Portland & Seattle R. R. Co. 
Burlington Route Great Northern R. R. Co. 














Mr. H. Trumbull Howard, Sunday School Times, Biaige 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Dear Mr. Howard: Please let me know complete details and 
cost of the “Christian Fellowship Tour” to Alaska. 


Name. 

















Know the Real 
Truth of the 
Dance Evil by 
reading this 
book... .Order 
a few copies 
to loan to your 


friends. 


Single copy 35 
cents... three 
copies for $1. 














VICTORY TRACT LEAGUE 
Kettlersville, Ohio 

















HOTEL PARKSIDE 


NEW YORK 
In Gramercy Park 


ONE OF NEW YORK’S NICEST HOTELS 


Near all the denominational head- 
quarters and Mission Boards... 
convenient to all parts of the city. 


SINGLE ROOMS from $2.00 daily 
Attractive weekly and monthly rates 
MODERATE RESTAURANT PRICES 


In order to maintain its traditional high 
standards and homelike atmosphere 
The Parkside does not serve liquor. 


IRVING PLACE AT 20TH STREET 
Under Reliance Direction 


ONY “7 BROO 


A fully accredited, well-equipped 
preparatory school for boys, distznc- 
tive in its pervasive Christian at- 
mosphere. Boys from twelve states 
and eight foreign countries. Junior school 
in separate building. Modern equipment on 
35-acre campus. All athletics and school 
activities. oderate rates. 

Address Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D. 

Box 8, Stony Brook, Long Island, N.Y. 


































GOSPEL TENTS 


Headquarters for Various Size Tents— 
Rental or Sale 


| NEW AND USED TENTS | 


Camp Tents and Equipment of all Kinds 


THE BARNETT CANVAS GOODS CO., MFGRS. 
131 Arch Street, Philadelphia Ph. Mar. 2160 

















KATHARINE HOUSE 


118 West 13th St.. NEW YORK 


Refined, homelike atmosphere for self- 
supporting Protestant young women. Sin- 
gle room with hot and cold water; two 
meals daily—$12.00 weekly. 





















WANTED 


A Dean of Women in a co-educational Chris- 
tian College, who will also direct the young 
women in various Christian service activities. 
State age, educational qualifications, experience, 
references, financial requirements, and enclose 
a photograph. Address Box 1313, R.P.A., 325 
NORTH 13TH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





In ordering goods or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


waste valuable time upon that which is 
worthless. It is here that the book re- 
views of reliable periodicals can serve us 
well. Usually, one may tell at a glance 
from such reviews whether or not he is 
interested in further investigation in a new 
book. Tur Sunpay ScHoot Times pub- 
lishes frequently the reviews of the latest 
books. In its “Books and Reading Num- 
bers,” in February and November, and in 
its “Children’s Book Week Number,” in 
October, a large number of the year’s books 
are reviewed. In such publications as this, 
and as The Moody Monthly, one may 
find, not only a brief résumé of the book, 
but also a trustworthy opinion of its value 
from a Christian viewpoint. Learn to use 
such lists as a source from which to draw 
your Christian reading, 


ye 

Another helpful list is published by 
Fleming H. Revell Company, 158 Fifth! 
Avenue, New York City. It is called “A 
Five-Foot Bookshelf for the Christiari 
Life,” and it includes many devotional and 
Bible study books, as well as a number of 
works of fiction of special interest to 
Christians. The publishers will be glad 
to send you a copy of this list upon appli- 
cation, pe 

Christian biography is often omitted 
from our reading, to our great loss. The 
experiences of other Christians, who have 
met difficulties and problems along the way 
similar to those we are meeting, furnish 
untold help and encouragement. Glimpses 
of the faith and service of missionaries and 
outstanding Christians bring us inspiration 
and courage. “The Life of Hudson Tay- 
lor,” by Mrs. Howard Taylor, is one such 
volume (China Inland Mission, 237 W. 
School Lane, Germantown, Phila., $1) that 
has helped thousands of Christians. Others 
are “Madam Guyon,” by T. C. Upham 
(Allenson and Co., Ltd., 7 Racquet Court, 
114 Fleet St., London, E. C. 4, Eng.). 


oye 
The gaudy and trashy litter of most 
magazine stands should not blind us to 
the fact that there are worth-while mag- 
azines as well as worth-while books. The 
National Geographic Magazine is one of the 
outstanding ones in this class. Others, 
such as Nature, and Bird Lore, and Field 
and Stream will afford many hours of 
wholesome recreational and informational 

reading. r"] 


Left to ourselves, however, our read- 
ing is likely to be unbalanced. Hence the 
value of a good and well-planned reading 
program. A number of such programs are 
on the market, and may be obtained from 
publishers. Outstanding is that of The 
Pocket University (Doubleday, Doran and 
Co., 244 Madison Ave., New York City), 
which offers a program of balanced reading 
for fifteen minutes a day. 

However, we must remember that many 
of these reading plans include books or 
portions with which true Christians can- 
not agree, and which are contrary to the 
Word cf God. Let us be careful, there- 
fore, in our reading program, to include, 
first of all, ample time for the reading of 
the Bible. As we saturate our hearts and 
minds with God’s Word, and as we look 
to him in prayer and faith to guide us in 
our reading, he will enable us to detect 
that which is untrue and unwholesome in 
our other reading. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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The Editor's Summer Conferences 


UMMER conference engagements in the 

Middle West and on the Pacific Coast 
have been made for the Editor of THE 
Sunpay ScHoo.t Times, Charles G. Trum- 
bull, and the prayers of the Times Family 
are earnestly desired for these meetings. 
Those in charge will appreciate it if readers 
will announce the conferences locally, and 
the Editor is looking forward to the priv- 
ilege of meeting readers of the Trmes 
during the conferences. Those desiring 
further information may write to the pas- 
tors or others named below. 


July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29.—Los Angeles, Cal., Church 
of the Open Door. In the absence of the pastor, 
the Rev. Louis T. Talbot, who will be in 
Australia, Dr. Trumbull has been asked to take 
the Sunday services through July. Address 
Dean Elbert L.. McCreery, Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles, 554 South Hope Street, Los An- 
geles, Cal. 

July 8-15.—Hollywood, Cal., First Presbyterian 
Church, Dr. Stewart P. MacLennan, pastor. 
Bible Conference in which Dr. MacLennan, 
President Robert C. McQuilkin of Columbia 
Bible College, and Dr. Trumbull will be 
speakers. 


July 13-22.—Long Beach, Cal., First Brethren 
Church, Dr. Louis S. Bauman, pastor. Annual 
Bible Conference of the Brethren Church. Ad- 
dress the Rev. Alan S. Pearce, 1925 East Fifth 
St., Long Beach, Cal. 

July 22-27.—Los Angeles, Cal., Church of the 
Open Door. Victorious Life Conference, con- 
ducted by Dr. Trumbull. 

August 5-12.—Mount Hermon, Cal., Ministers’ 
Conference. Address Dr. Francis W. Russell, 
Mount Hermon, Cal. 

August 19-26.—Portland, Oregon, City-wide 
Conference of many churches, under auspices of 
Union Gospel Mission, the Rev. Ezra S. Gerig, 
Superintendent, 2:1 Southwest Third Avenue, 
Portland, Oregon. 











The Victorious Life 




















REAT blessing has come to multitudes 

of people through the Victorious Life 
Conferences held each summer at America’s 
Keswick (Keswick Grove, N. J.). The 
dates for coming conferences this summer 
are as follows: 





July 7-15 (Young People’s 
Conference) 
July 21-29 (G al Conference) 
August 4-12 (General 
Conference) 
August 18-26 (Young People’s 
Conference) 
August 31 to Sept. 3 (Labor Day 
Conference) 














Won’t you begin to pray now about the 
possibility of attending at least one con- 
ference? If you find it impossible to go 
yourself, perhaps you would like to con- 
tribute to the “Substitute Fund” for send- 
ing delegates who are unable to pay their 
own expenses. You might like to pay the 
expenses of one delegate for the full week, 
or if this is not possible, you may wish 
to make a smaller contribution toward the 
fund. Such gifts may help to lead some 
young person to devote himself to the 
Lord’s service, or to bring needed refresh- 
ment to a Christian worker. 

For information and registration, com- 
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Lesson for July 22 


munications should be addressed to the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony at the new offices, 
506-509 Commonwealth Building, Twelfth 
and Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia. 


[With the New Books 


The Facts and Mysteries of the Chris- 
tian Faith. By Albertus Pieters, D.D. 
(Wm. E. Ecrdmans Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich, $1.25.) Christianity bears 
the twofold nature of facts and mysteries. 
It is rooted first of all in the soil of facts, 
things that really happened and can be 
shown to have happened. The reader is 
first of all invited to examine these facts. 
After this has been dome patiently and 
fairly he will be prepared to consider the 
other elements of the Christian faith, the 
mysteries. These are matters that must be 
accepted by faith as a revelation, they lie 
outside the field of human observation. They 
can be proved, however, to have come 
from well-accredited organs of revelation. 

Faithfully and clearly the author has 
set forth what the Christian religion is 
and why it is worthy to be believed, in 
this second edition of his brief discussion 
of the essential doctrines of evangelical 
Christian faith. It may well be used to 
strengthen the conviction of believers and 
to lead others to accept the Gospel. In dis- 
cussing the mystery of the return of our 
Lord the author states in a fair manner 
the postmillennial, premillennial, and amil- 
lennial views, and says that he holds the 
amillennial position,—that is, that the 
Lord’s return, with its accompanying uni- 
versal judgment, will bring the world to 
an end; and it does not recognize a mil- 
lennium before the Lord’s return, nor allow 
a millennial reign of the Lord upon the 
earth after his return. His reasons for this 
are given very briefly and will be far from 
convincing to many. Apart from this weak- 
ness the book is a valuable discussion of 
the historic Christian faith. 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 

















Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


July 16 to 22 

Mon.—1 Kings 19 : 9-18. 
Elijah Hears God’s Voice. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The audible voice 
of Jehovah was heard: by Elijah on at least 
four occasions: at Thisbe, Cherith, Zare- 
phath, and Horeb. The first three pro- 
nouncements were in the form of explicit 
commands; the last utterance was a word 
of reproach. Elijah had deserted his post. 
When he was guilty of conscience, sad 
and despondent, and in need of recovering 
grace, God spoke to him in a parable of 
wind, earthquake, and fire, and then in a 
“still small voice.” “Like as a father piti- 
eth his children,’ so the Lord pitieth his 
weary and wayward servant. The physical 
recovery of the prophet was committed to 
angelic hands, but God himself alone un- 
dertook the recovery of his soul. “The 
Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants.” 
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“He restoreth my soul.” Pray for Oceania 
— Australia, New Zealand, Papua, and the 
New Hebrides. 


Tues.—Genesis 6 : 13-22. 
Noah Hears God’s Voice. 
PraYER Succestions: Of Noah, God 
said, “Thee have I seen righteous before 
me in this generation” (7:1). Only Noah 
and his family had ears to hear the Word 
of God. Others were all sealed down in 
delusion. There were undoubtedly many 
false preachers. Noah, a preacher of right- 
eousness, was God’s only witness to the 
anti-diluvians. Noah believed God against 
nature, experience, and public opinion, His 
faith saved himself and his family. Pray 
for North Americo—Canada, United 
States, Mexico, Guatemala, Costa Rica, and 
the West Indies. 


Wed.—Genesis 12 : 1-9. 
Abram Hears God’s Voice. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: In the account of 
Abraham’s call given by the martyr 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 


Following the Improved 


Int. Uniform Lesson Topics 


QUARTERLIES and PAPERS 


Samples on Application. 
ADDRESS 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680 CLEVELAND, OHIO 





NOTICE —The “Bible Expositor 
and Illuminator,” an Advanced Quar- 
terly of 192 pages, in monthly parts but 
still a Quarterly, price 30 cents a quarter, 
$1.00 a year, payment with order. 


Sample lesson on application. 




































WELCOME TO 


THE PRINCE GEORGE HOTEL 


Fifth Avenue & 28th Street, New York 
ALBURN M. GUTTERSON, Manager 
K This Inn of Hospitality is the New York Home of Many Noted Clergymen. 


Convenient to Shops, Famous Churches, All Transportation 
Lines and Points of Interest. 
Sun Roof—Kiddies’ Play Room and Matron—Library—Radio Rooms— 


Educators’ Rooms. 


1000 Large, Quiet, Comfortable Rooms with Bath. 


For $3.00 | 


Two 





For One 
From 


Special 
Weekly Rates 







$2.00 








In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised 
in this paper, you will oblige the publishers, as well as the advertiser, 
by stating that you saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 


“Light on the Hills” 


By DR. ARTHUR I. BROWN 


Noted Scientist and Physician, and Eminent Bible Teacher 
Author of “ What of the Night” " 


Here's the book thousands have been waiting for. It tersely an- 
swers many such momentous questions as: When may we expect Christ 
to come again? Are we on the verge of a terrible war? Will the next 
war end in the Battle of Armageddon? Will Germany join with 
Russia? Why has Russia 20,000,000 soldiers? What about Com- 
munism in a national Church organization? What does the return of 
the Jews to Palestine mean? What of the population, rainfall, and the 
fruit and chemical productions in Palestine? What is the probable 
line-up of all the nations in the coming Leagues? Does the rise of 
many dictators mean anything? Why is Mussolini interested in Pales- 
tine? What of crime, insanity, murder, suicide and accidental death 
in the U.S.? How many millions have died of famine in Russia since 
the war? What actual signs have appeared in celestial bodies? An 
Amazing, Alarming book. Price 50 cents postpaid. 











Dr. Arthur |. Brown 





OTHER NEW BOOKS 


“The Coming Dictator and Is Jesus Coming Back,’’ By W. E. Biederwolf. True to his- 
tory, Scripture, and the present day outlook. Price 25 cents 


“*God’s Man and Satan’s Man in Final Conflict.” Foreword by 
Dr. Louis S. Bauman. Price 25 cents 


** Realities Concerning Christian Experience.” By H. H. Savage, D.D., Five marvelous 
sermons by a Prince among Peachers. Price 25 cents 


All four books $1.00 postpaid in U.S. 
Other Countries $1.10 postpaid 
FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH PUBLISHERS 


By R. I. Humberd. 


Hoytville, Ohio 
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Stephen, stress is placed upon two facts: 
first, that the call came from the God of 
Glory; and second, it pledged the leader- 
ship of Jehovah, “Come into the land which 
I shall shew thee” (Acts 7:1-3). The 
voice of the Son of God calls to both sal- 
vation and communion. The Lord abides 
with those whom he calls. “I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). 
Who will say, “Here am I; send me”? 
Pray for South America— Dutch Guiana, 
Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bra- 
zil, Bolivia, and the Argentine, 
Thurs—1 Samuel 3: 1-14. 
Samuel Hears God’s Call. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: When the Lord 
appeared to Samuel in a vision at a time 
when the Word of God was rare, he: said 
in reply to God’s three successive calls, in 
a spirit of spiritual receptiveness, “Speak, 
Lord, for thy servant heareth.’” Thomas 
E. Stephens used to say, We are certain 
to get more blessing from God if we say, 
“Speak, Lord,” than if we say, “Hear, 
Lord.” “I will hear what God the Lord 
will speak: for he will speak peace unto his 
people, and to his saints: but let them not 
turn again to folly” (Psa. 85:8). Pray 
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for Europe—France, Spain, Portugal, 
Denmark, Belgium, Holland, Germany, Po- 
‘land, Austria, Jugoslavia, Italy, and the 
Islands of the Atlantic and Mediterranean, 


Fri.—Acts 9:1-9. Saul Hears God’s Voice. 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: Paul in his de- 
fense of himself on the castle stairs gives 
light on his own call. He quotes Ananias’ 
message, “The God of our fathers hath 
chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his 
will, and see that Just One, and shouldest 
hear the voice of his mouth” (Acts 22:14). 
Saul heard the voice of the Lord out of 
unapproachable glory. It was a tender, 
reproachful voice that changed to a loving 
directing voice. They that were with him, 
he says, hear not “the voice of him that 
spake with me.” What to Paul was a clear 
revelation from Heaven was unintelligible 
to his associates. He alone understood the 
words of the Lord Jesus. Spiritual truth 
is spiritually discerned. Pray for Russia, 
and for all Jews in Soviet lands. 
Sat.—Reveletion 1 : 10-20. 

John Hears God’s Voice. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The explanation 

is this, that John was in the Spirit on 
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Vers-lox Makes Bible Study 
an minnatng Pastime! — 
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the Lord’s day. The surest way to hear 
God speak to us through his Word is to 
be filled with the Spirit, and to be in com- 
munion with the Lord, and with one an- 
other. The common occasion for God to 
open his Word to our souls, to speak 
with a voice as loud as that of a trumpet 
drowning out all other voices, and center- 
ing attention upon our blessed Lord him- 
self, is when we are in the sanctuary on 
the Lord’s day. Pray for Africa— North 
Africa, Egypt, N. Sudan, East Africa, and 
Abyssinia. 


Sun.—Psalm 57:1-11. Confidence in God. 

Prayer Succestions: “I will cry unto 
[the triune] God most high; unto God that 
performeth all things for me” (v. 2). 
David was hiding in a cave when he uttered 
these words. The cave at En-gedi whither 
David fled for refuge became the place 
where was penned this beautiful Psalm of 
prayer, trust, and thanksgiving. Note such 
phrases as, “God shall send,” “My heart 
is fixed,” “I will praise thee,” “I will sing,” 
“T will awake... early.” Pray for Mada- 
gascar, 
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A Correction 


HE dates of a Conference on Evangel- 

ism, to be held at Cedar Lake, Ind., and 
conducted by the Christian Business Men’s 
Committee of Chicago (Room 1205, 64 W. 
Randolph St.), were unavoidably omitted 
in a recent announcement in the TrMeEs. 
The information was received by the Times 
after the issue had gone to press, but the 
Editors are glad to announce that the Con- 
ference will be held August 12-19. 














BRAND new method of becoming better acquainted 





A with your Bible. Makes it possible for - to locate 
passages and chapters without difficulty . . . and you 
have fun doing it. 

The ideal way to !ead the young folks into a closer 
knowledge and study of the World’s Greatest Book! In- 
teresting and instructive. ‘Useful in Sunday-school, 
in the home, in Summer Bible Schools, in home mission 
work, and will furnish a profitable pastime for shut-ins 
and hospital patients,” says THE Sunpay Sctioot TIMEs. 


The Names of the 66 Books of the Bible in one Volume 
and the Sermon on the Mount:in three Volumes 
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